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Currently...
Corporeality 1890 – 1921 Munch, Kupka, Kokoschka • artists represent corporeality at the transition  
from the end of Art Nouveau stylization to the groundbreaking modernistic tendencies before  
the arrival of the avant-garde • Museum Kampa, through 28 September www .  museumkampa.cz

Swing Me Prague • the first annual genre music festival will get Prague dancing  
to the rhythms of electro swing • Velká Chuchle Racecourse, 13 August www . goout.cz

Different City Experience • these neighborly celebrations are being held for the eleventh year,  
and during them • the streets and boulevards will be open for leisure and cultural experiences
17 September www . zazitmestojinak.cz

Damian Marley • a concert by the youngest son of the famed reggae singer, who is regarded  
as the most prolific artist of the entire family • Lucerna Palace – Great Hall, 29 August www . lucpra.com

Cranach from All Sides • the exhibition presents the German Renaissance artist and his circle from all sides,  
not only through unique artworks, but also with the aid of research on the artist’s life 
Sternberg Palace, through 22 January 2017 www . ngprague.cz

Red Hot Chili Peppers • the band from California will be introducing itself to Prague during its world  
tour for the issuing of its eleventh studio album titled “The Getaway” • O2 arena, 4 September www . o2arena.cz

Czech Beer Days • the fourth annual festival celebrates the golden brew with a focus on gastronomy as well 
in various places all around the Czech Republic from 23 September to 1 October  www . dnyceskehopiva.cz

All Hail Sport! • the exhibit presents works and projects by sixty contemporary Czech artists, 
reflecting the relationship between art and sports from 1945 until the present 
at the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art, through 10 October www . dox.cz

Greetings from America • a concert of the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra led  
by the British conductor Stefan Asbury • Rudolfinum, 3 October www . rozhlas.cz

The History of Public Transport in Prague • a unique collection of artifacts from the history  
of public transportation in the City of Prague at the Prague-Střešovice depot • permanent exhibition www . dpp.cz

Mirelle Mathieu • a unique performance by a native of the southern French city of Avignon  
who is one of the leading figures of the world of chanson • Congress Centre, 16 October www . ticketportal.cz

Children’s Drawings from the Terezín Ghetto, 1942 – 1945 • an exhibition in eleven parts outlining 
the story of Jewish children deported to the Terezín ghetto during the Second World War
Pinkas Synagogue • permanent exhibition www . jewishmuseum.cz
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Did you know that...
◗ ... this autumn, specifically in September, the 

Prague Zoological Garden will be celebrating its 
respectable 85th anniversary?

 It is one of the most highly rated zoos in the 
world. The popular server TripAdvisor has placed 
the Prague Zoo in fourth place in its prestigious 
rankings. Once you visit the zoo, you will quickly find 
that this rating is deserved. Covering a total area of 
58 hectares (143 acres), the zoo exhibits 681 animal 
species, some of which are critically endangered. 
The first attempts at establishing a zoo date back 
to the late eighteenth century, but the real founda-

◗ ... on 12 August, we will be commemorating an 
historical event that was regarded at the time as  
a true national tragedy?

  We’re talking about the fire at the National Theatre in 
Prague in 1881. The distress of the Czech public was 
all the greater because it happened just two months 
after the theatre’s grand opening. The cause of the 
fire was never definitively verified, but the flames 
that burned down the Golden Chapel, as the National 
Theatre was nicknamed, have usually been blamed 
on carelessness during work on the building’s com-
pletion. Only twelve performances had taken place in 
the building before the tragic fire. In just a few min-

utes, the pride of the nation, which had been built 
thanks to private donations with contributions from 
the leading Czech artists and the cream of society, 
lost its roof, auditorium, stage, and the expensive 
curtain. The catastrophe, however, caused the peo-
ple to pull together, and calls were heard almost im-
mediately after the fire for renewed efforts to raise 
funds. In just under fifty days, a million gulden were 
collected, and the theatre was rebuilt and reopened  
on 18 November 1883. Bedřich Smetana’s opera 
Libuše was chosen for the performance at the cere-
monial reopening, as had also been the case with the  
first opening.

tions for the zoo began to be laid in 1922, when the 
wealthy landowner Alois Svoboda donated property 
in Troja to the commission for the establishment of 
the zoological garden. Professor Jiří Janda was en-
trusted with organizing the effort, and he even kept 
some of the donated animals in his villa temporarily. 
On 28 September 1931, the zoo was opened to its 
first visitors while still under construction. Over the 
years, the zoo has grown significantly, and it has 
achieved a number of successes with its breeding 
programs and scientific activities, especially since 
the 1960s. Although the Prague Zoological Garden 
suffered damage during the flooding of 2002 and 
2013, it has always managed to recover, thanks to 
extensive reconstruction efforts. Among the most 
recently completed structures are Elephant Valley 
and the Giant Salamander House, a unique, world-
class pavilion devoted to enormous amphibians: 
Chinese giant salamanders.

i
Prague

i
Prag

90
dní v Prazední

365

na
Moravě

s
dětmi

http://www.mystores.cz


Any city as old as Prague is shrouded in much mys-
tery. Nearly every historical landmark in Prague 
has its secrets and legends. As the centuries 
passed, more and more stories and rumors began 
to appear. The stories are mysterious and fright-
ening, often fictional, but perhaps even true in 
some cases. Prague’s legends have inspired many 
writers and some filmmakers. We have chosen for 
you some places and legends that are well known 
to local residents, but that foreigners may not yet 
have discovered.

Charles Square 
The Faust House
Our first stop is at the southern tip of Charles Square 
(Karlovo náměstí). A grayish pink Baroque palace will 
certainly attract your attention. The notorious Doctor 
Faust, who entered into a contract with the devil, 

Let Mysteries and Legends Add Color to Your Walk 
through Prague, the City of a Hundred Spires

is said to have lived in the building, so it is called 
the Faust House. A few years after the devil carried  
off Doctor Faust, a young student found his way  
into the house. Although he had heard the tale of 
how Doctor Faust had met his end, the student’s 
lack of money and need for a warm place to stay 
forced him make that sinister place his home. In spite 
of being terribly afraid, he stayed there all night.  
In the morning, he decided to have a look around 
the house. He soon discovered the notorious room 
with the big, black hole in the ceiling, through which 
the devil had carried off Faust. The student covered  
over the hole with a layer of heavy rugs, and he 
returned to the large room where he had slept the 
previous night. On the table there, he noticed a large 
tray with a shiny coin. The impoverished student 
hesitated for a moment, but he was overcome by 
hunger, so he took the coin. The new inhabitant of 
the Faust House soon found that a coin would ap-
pear every morning. The poor tenant soon saved 
enough money to buy new clothes, and he began 
to attend social events. Once a modest person, had 
became proud. After a while, one coin a day was not 
enough for him. He wanted gold, and as much of it 
as possible. He began studying the same books on 
magic that Doctor Faust had used, and one evening 
he told his friends that the next day he would have as 
much gold as he wanted. His friends saw him for the 
last time when he shut the door to the house behind 
himself. When the first of his friends dared to enter 
the house, they just found a new, bloodstained hole 
in the ceiling.

Charles Bridge
On the Construction of the Bridge
You may be aware that Charles Bridge was not the first 
stone bridge in Prague. Its predecessor, known as the 
Judith Bridge, was badly damaged by a great flood in 
1342, so it was decided that Prague urgently needed 
a new bridge across the Vltava River. Construction 
began in 1357. The builders supposedly decided to mix 
wine, milk, and eggs into the lime mortar, so Emperor 
Charles IV ordered eggs to be brought in from all over 
the country, because the supply in Prague was not 
nearly sufficient to build the entire bridge. When the 
material was being brought in, there were supposedly 
some humorous incidents – sometimes the eggs would 
arrive cooked, or instead of milk, curds and cheese were 
brought. Thanks to these unorthodox construction ma-
terials, Charles Bridge became the world’s sturdiest and 
most soundly constructed bridge.

Bruncvík
There are many other legends associated with Charles 
Bridge. One of them is connected with a statue found 
when walking towards the bridge from the Lesser Town 
(Malá Strana). One of the statues on the right side of the 
bridge depicts the legendary figure Bruncvík. Bruncvík 
was a Bohemian prince who wanted to get his country 
a better heraldic emblem, so he set out into the world. 
On his journeys he encountered many monstrous crea-
tures, and on one of his adventures he saved a lion’s life 
by killing a dragon. The lion became Bruncvík’s faithful 
companion, accompanying him on his journeys. It was 
thanks to Bruncvík that Bohemia took the lion as its 
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emblem. The sculpted figure is holding a golden sword 
in its hand, and according to legend, it is said to be 
a copy of a miraculous sword that Bruncvík obtained 
during his travels. After a simple formula was recited, 
the sword was said to behead any enemies. The original 
sword is said to be imbedded somewhere in Charles 
Bridge, and when the worst of times arrives for the 
Czech nation, the sword will appear. Its bearer will then 
liberate the Czech Lands from all enemies.

Old Town Square
The Tomb of Tycho Brahe
The famed Danish astronomer, astrologer, and alchemist 
Tycho Brahe is buried in the Church of Our Lady before 
Týn on Old Town Square. He served at the court of 
Emperor Rudolf II, and he was regarded as the most ac-
curate observer of the starry heavens. There is a curious 
legend of unclear origins connected with his tomb. It is 
said that anyone who touches the stone face of the old 
scholar will get relief from a toothache. So whoever who 
has problems with their teeth should go visit this tomb.

The Astronomical Clock
All tourists who visit Prague head for Old Town Square 
to see the Prague Astronomical Clock. According to a 
legend, its was built by the Master Hanuš, an expert 

on all kinds of clocks. Hanuš convinced the town coun-
cilors to let him build a clock that would be the only 
one of its kind in the world. After it was completed, the 
inhabitants of Prague gathered to see the unveiling of 
this masterpiece. When the complex mechanism with 
all of its features was set in motion, the crowd could 
hardly conceal its amazement. Hanuš soon became 
famous, and scholars from Charles University, coun-
cilors, the mayor, and even ordinary people came to see 
him and congratulate him on his great success. Soon, 
however, other cities began hearing about this Prague 
wonder, and they also wanted such a clock. The city 
councilors were worried that other cities would obtain 
a similar treasure, so one of them let it be heard that he 
would take care of the situation. That very night, the 
unsuspecting Master Hanuš was blinded with a rod of 
hot iron by hired thugs. The perpetrators were never 
found, and the city councilor disappeared from Prague 
the following day. Brokenhearted and blinded, the 
Master Hanuš pulled himself together a few days later 
and had himself taken to the clock. When his thoughts 
turned to the treacherous city councilors who had re-
paid him for his work by having him blinded, the Master 
Hanuš removed the most complicated part of the entire 
clock at the very moment when it was supposed to 
chime, whereupon he fell to the ground and died. The 

clock abruptly stopped working, and it was a long time 
before someone was found who could repair it. This 
legend is only partially true. There really was a Master 
Hanuš, and he was the caretaker of the clock, but he 
was not its builder nor its creator. The first mention of 
the astronomical clock dates from 1410, and its creator 
is identified as the master clockmaker Mikuláš of Kadaň. 
The real name of the Master Hanuš known from the 
legend was Jan Růže, and he was the caretaker of the 
Prague Astronomical Clock until about 1490.

Vyšehrad
The Devil’s Column
Vyšehrad is a place associated with myths about the 
origins of the Kingdom of Bohemia. When visiting this 
landmark, don’t forget to examine the peculiar set of 
three stone columns, the origins of which are still yet to 
be clearly explained. According to a legend, they were 
brought there directly from Rome by the devil himself. 
During the construction of the Church of Saint Peter 
in Vyšehrad, St Peter ordered the devil to help with 
the work and to carry construction material. He had 
supposedly brought one of the columns there from 
Rome. When the devil accepted the task, he made a 
wager with a local priest that he could bring the column 
before the priest finished saying Mass. What the devil 
didn’t know was that the priest had the help of St Peter, 
who slowed the devil’s progress on the journey several 
times. Once the devil returned, he realized he had lost 
his wager. In a rage, he hurled the column through 
the roof of the church, making a hole that long could 
not be covered. In addition, when the column struck 
the ground, it broke into three pieces. The columns re-
mained in the local church until the eighteenth century, 
when Emperor Joseph II ordered that they be moved to 
their present location. 
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RETRO 70s and 80s at the Dancing House 
The Dancing House Gallery has been taken over by 
the thematic exhibition RETRO 70s and 80s, which 
presents the best from the period of former Czechoslo-
vakia. The exhibits gives visitors a glimpse of everyday 
life of the era, and using period artifacts, it shows how 
ordinary people lived in the 1970s and 80s and what 
kinds of things they used to fulfill their daily needs. 
Persons of importance in the former regime were 
even surrounded with exclusive luxury items designed 
abroad. The exhibition focuses on housing, fashion, 
work, hobbies and leisure, film and television, popular 
music, shopping, and consumerism. There will even be 
realistic furnishings from flats in prefabricated build-
ings, including appliances and all of the amenities of  
a residence. The guide to the exhibition RETRO 70s and 
80s is the popular animated character Mr. Egg (pan 
Vajíčko), created by the famed Czech artist Eduard 
Hofman. Mr. Egg was used between advertising spots 
on Czechoslovak television. The installation also in-
cludes a section dedicated to the popular music, films, 
and television shows of the era. Visitors will see the 
unique costumes worn by the Czechoslovak pop stars 
Helena Vondráčková and Karel Gott as well as original 
fashions from the films of the period. The exhibition is 
supplemented with texts on the individual thematic 
sections, audiovisual exhibits, period posters, and 
pictures taken by the Czech-Swiss photographer Iren 
Stehli. The exhibition is taking place from 15 June to 
16 October 2016. More information about tickets and 
the exhibition is available on the website.

www . galerietancicidum.cz

What’s going  
on in Prague?

A Game with Colors and Lights
Four evenings beginning on 13 October will belong 
to Signal Festival, which will literally illuminate 
Prague with its light installations. The city’s streets 
and public areas, its most famous historical land-
marks, and its hidden recesses are transformed into 
works of art and artistic spaces under the direction 
of light designers from the Czech Republic and 
abroad. The installations use non-traditional for-
mats to capture the ever changing faces of Prague 
from the present and from history with the use of 
interesting projected images. We can look forward 
to video mapping, site-specific screenings, and a 
wide variety of light installations, some of which 
are interactive. Among this year’s attractions is the 
work of the creative studio Tigrelab from Barcelo-
na, which specializes in 2D and 3D animations and 
motion graphics. The Russian multimedia design 
studio Radugadesign is also preparing video map-
ping. One of Prague’s landmarks that you definitely 
won’t want to miss is the Church of Saint Ludmila 
on the square Náměstí Míru, where breathtaking 
performances have traditionally been prepared.

www . signalfestival.com

With the Prague Card, 
get more out of Prague 
for less!

—  free entry & discounts on  
100 tourist attractions

    —  unlimited use of public transportation 
 —  available for children, students  

and adults
 — valid for 2, 3 or 4 days

Sold at Prague City Tourism  
Information Centres

www.eshop.prague.eu

 inzerat_Prague Card_iPrague_en_2016-1-11.indd   1 12.1.16   10:14
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THE MOST ENTERTAINING 
WAX MUSEUM IN EUROPE

DO YOU WANT 
TO LIVE THE
UNEXPECTED?
LIVE IT 
AT GRÉVIN.

* 10% discount on any 
ticket with this coupon

10%
SPECIAL 

OFFER!
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Design in the Middle of the Action
During the first weekend of August, the Piazzeta at 
the National Theatre in Prague will be filled with 
design. Nearly 180 designers from both this country 

and around the world will be presenting their prod-
ucts and artworks. There will truly be something at 
the markets for every visitor. A variety of hand-made 
jewelry, handbags, and men’s fashion accessories 
will be offered for sale. You will also find original 
pieces of furniture for your home and toys for chil-
dren. The markets will also include a section with 
plenty of good food and drink. There will be delica-
cies ready for meat lovers, vegans, and even raw 
food fans. At the Piazzeta, there will also be a varied 
auxiliary programme with lots of workshops, theatre, 
and music. Among the Czech groups performing 
there will be the purely instrumental band Sunflower 
Caravan, and the indie rock group The Silver Spoons 
will be appearing. www . dyzajnmarket.com

Inspiration and Dreams on a Canvas
Beginning in mid-September, you will be able to 
attend an exhibition of the works of the French 
painter Henri Rousseau, known as the “Douanier” 
(Customs Officer). Rousseau was one of the most 
important artists of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. He painted exotic landscapes, 
portraits, and scenes from every-day life. His style 
of painting captivated and inspired many other art-
ists and intellectuals of the period. In particular, 
Der Blaue Reiter, a group of artists with Wassily 
Kandinsky at the forefront, claimed Rousseau as  
a source of inspiration. The exhibition is being real-
ized in cooperation with the Musée d’Orsay (Paris). 
Selections from the Paris exhibition will be supple-
mented by works by such Czech artists as Otto Gut-
freund, Jan Zrzavý, and Toyen. Their works help show 
Rousseau’s influence in the Czech milieu.
  www . ngprague.cz

Sculpture Installations Grace the City
Nearly twenty public areas all around Prague will be 
graced by original sculptures and installations as part 
of the festival Sculpture Line. The second annual sculp-
ture festival will be taking place from the beginning 
of summer until the end of September. As you walk 
through Prague, you might run into the two-meter-tall 
steel Meteorite by the Italian artist Riccardo Cordero in 
Baarův Park, the seven-meter Question Mark on the 
surface of the Vltava by the Japanese artist Junichiro 
Ishii, Kurt Gebauer’s playful sculpture Legs out of 
Water located in Vojanovy sady (Vojan Park), and the 
majestic bronze Horse by Michal Gabriel galloping 
through the Piazzetta at the National Theatre. While 
discovering the lovely sights of Prague, you will also 
be able to enjoy the experience of nontraditional art-
works. See the website for a map of the installations 
and notes on the stories of the individual exhibits. 
 www . sculptureline.cz
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DON GIOVANNI
THE ESTATES  

THEATRE PRAGUE

WWW.DONGIOVANNIPRAGUE.CZ

complete opera
live orchestra

historic costumes
the best soloists

FROM JULY 13TH TO AUGUST 14TH
DAILY FROM 8 PM

·  The Best of Gershwin
·  Bolero, Carmina Burana  

and Jewish songs 
·  The Best of World  

and Czech Music
·  Hallelujah

at one of Europe’s  
most beautiful synagogues 

Concerts 

For the current programme, visit 
 www.bmart.cz

The Spanish Synagogue
Prague 1, 7.00pm

Concerts take place five days a week

Visit the second oldest monastic library 
in the country. 
Peruse one of the best kept collections  
of historical books, manuscripts and 
first editions in Central Europe.  
Pore over the maps and globes and be 
astounded by the unique decorations in 
the Philosophical Hall, the Theological 
Hall and by the frescoes and the exhibits 
in the cabinet of curiosities.   

Strahovské nádvoří 1/132, Praha 1
Open daily: 9 am – 12 pm and 1 pm – 5 pm
tel. +420 233 107 749
Private tours: tel. 602 190 297

www.strahovskyklaster.cz

Strahov Monastery is the oldest 
Premonstratensian monastery  
in the Czech Republic
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● ONE-HOUR CRUISE
● TWO-HOUR CRUISE
● LUNCH CRUISE
● DINNER CRUISE
● SWEET PRAGUE

www.prague-boats.cz

PB_iPrague_64x64.indd   1 22.07.16   13:15
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St. James 
Audite Organum 

International Organ Festival

St. James Basilica, Malá Štupartská 6, Prague 1
Info and booking:

VIA MUSICA, TICKETPORTALTickets:

vf_2016_i_prague   2 18.7.16   10:35

P E T Ř Í N
O B S E R V A T I O N

T O W E R
T H E  C I T Y  O F  P R A G U E  M U S E U M

www.muzeumprahy.cz

 

WWW.TOWERPARK.CZ

Mahlerovy sady 1 / 130 00 Prague 3 / 
+420 210 320 081 / 

THE
SECOND

UGLIEST 
BUILDING 

IN THE WORLD.
YOU WILL 

LOVE IT!
OBSERVATORY
RESTAURANT

BAR
ONE ROOM HOTEL

MINIGOLF

OPENING HOURS
DAILY

8 AM—12 AM

www.fok.cz

Enjoy the unique atmosphere of 
concerts of the Prague Symphony 
Orchestra, the representative  
orchestra of the city of Prague. 
Concerts take place in the Smetana 
Hall of the Municipal House.

THE DANCING 
HOUSE
Glass Bar
The best view of Prague Castle.

Dancing House Gallery
Through 16 Oct. 2016 – RETRO 70s and 80s
The best of the 1970s and 80s in Czechoslovakia! 
A presentation of the real furnishings in prefabricated 
housing, including appliances and all of the amenities of
a residence with designer household items.
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A favourite hang-out 
of Prague residents, 

also visited by
Karel âapek, Franz Kafka, 

Albert Einstein . . .

~
CAFÉ LOUVRE, Národní tfiída 22, Praha 1

tel. 224 930 949, 724 054 055 
cafelouvre@cafelouvre.cz, www.cafelouvre.cz

e s t .  1 9 0 2
café Louvre

64x131:64x131 GFL  4/14/11  2:56 PM  Stránka 1

Štěpánská 59, 110 00 Prague 1, Czech Republic 
(70 meters from the Wenceslas Square) 

GSM: 777 748 988 | E-mail: tereza.smejkalova@galleryspectrum.cz 
www.galleryspectrum.cz

Amusement  
and Slot Machines 

and Roulettes

Movie Posters
from the Golden 
Era of Hollywood

Che Guevara’s 
Conspiracy 
Apartment

World War II  
Wax Figures

OPEN DAILY 
9:00 –19:00
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museum.skoda-auto.com

We would like to invite you to 
Mladá Boleslav on ŠKODA 
Museum tour and on
the ŠKODA AUTO production 
shops excursion. 

Guided tours need to be booked 
beforehand.

ŠKODA Museum, Tř. V. Klementa 294, 
Mladá Boleslav, T +420 326 832 038
muzeum@skoda-auto.cz

ŠKODA 
MUSEUM
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turned into a wide hallway and continued downwards. 
The story does not mention whether he recovered his 
hammer. Two years later, a local farmer started work-
ing on making the cave accessible. He dug through 
sediment, placed ladders in steep sections, and modified 
the entrance. As a result of this, the first visitors viewed 
the Chýnov Cave in 1868. Visits gradually became more 
convenient thanks to the construction of stone staircases 
and bridges, as well as the installation of the first electric 
lighting on the tour route in the mid-twentieth century. 
The gradual expansion of the cracks by corrosion and 
water erosion has led to the formation of unusually 
colorful marble and amphibolite domes that still attract 
experts conducting scientific studies and speleological 
expeditions.

The Zbrašov Aragonite Caves
The Zbrašov Aragonite Caves are located in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the spa town Teplice nad Bečvou, which is 
found in Moravia in the Olomouc Region on the eastern 
edge of the country. The caves were formed thanks to 
water from mineral springs and rain that penetrates to 
the surface through the limestone bedrock. The effects of 
these water currents and minerals formed beautiful caves 
that are unique in Europe, with striking geyser stalag-
mites, sinter formations, and rare layers of aragonite. This 
is the warmest cave in the Czech Republic, with a con-
stant, year-round temperature of about 14 ˚C (57 ˚F). The 
tour route is about 375 meters long (0.23 miles), and the 
tour takes about 50 minutes. Concerts and exhibitions are 
held in a section of the caves called the Marble Hall. Until 
the end of October, you can visit the unique exhibition 
Caution! Glass! (Pozor sklo), which is prepared by glass 
design students at a secondary school of industrial arts.

Thanks to the position of the Czech Republic in the 
middle of the European continent, natural under-
ground caverns have been forming here for thou-
sands of years, and today they offer a unique look at 
this country’s geological, geomorphologic, and min-
eral heritage. During the summer, the caves can be a 
pleasant place to cool off and a good reason to take 
an excursion outside of the city. We have prepared 
for you a selection of some of the attractive places in 
various parts of this country.

The Koněprusy Caves
Near Prague in the Bohemian Karst Nature Reserve and 
in the vicinity of the Karlštejn Castle and Křivoklát Castle, 
one finds one of the best known systems of caverns: the 

Underground Excursions
Koněprusy Caves. In limestone bedrock that is up to 410 
million years old, individual caves were formed succes-
sively at three elevation levels over an area that is up to 2 
kilometers long (1.24 miles). The caves have been known 
since the fifteenth century. Concerning the area where 
the caves are located, there is a legend of a shepherd 
pasturing his sheep on a hill. While looking for a missing 
sheep, he saw smoke rising out of a hole. The shepherd 
climbed down into the hole, and to his surprise, he saw 
a bandit there counting his money. The bandit gave the 
shepherd a coin to prevent him from revealing his secret, 
but as soon as the boy climbed back onto the hill, he ran 
to the village and told all of the inhabitants about the 
bandit. When the villagers were unable to find the hole 
and the promised treasure, they were filled with envy 
and rage. They killed the shepherd and took the money 
from him. As it turns out, there is a kernel of truth to this 
legend. The upper level of the caves really was open, and 
it was possible to enter it. Nonetheless, the caves were 
not rediscovered until 1950, and they were made acces-
sible to the public nine years later. The tour route is about 
620 meters long (0.4 miles), and tours last about an hour.

Chýnov Cave
The Chýnov Cave near Tábor in southern Bohemia un-
questionably offers another extraordinary spectacle. Af-
ter its discovery in 1863, it became the first cave complex 
in the country’s history to be opened to the public. The 
entrance to the cave was found in a small, rustic quarry 
on the southern slope of a hill. The discovery was made 
accidentally. One of the workers at the quarry was said to 
have dropped his hammer, which fell into a cleft in the 
rock. In an attempt to find his tool, he went through the 
crevice, and he eventually found that the narrow crack 
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Not far from the caves is the deepest abyss in the Czech 
Republic – the Hranice Abyss. The dry portion, into which 
there is an unobstructed view, is 69.5 meters deep (228 
feet). The latest measurements indicate that the under-
water portion is actually 384 meters deep (1260 feet), but 
the bottom has not yet been reached.

The Punkva Caves
The Punkva Caves are located in the northern part of the 
Moravian Karst in Desolate Glen (Pustý žleb) in a national 
nature reservation. The caves spread out to form one of 
the most extensive and longest cave systems in the Czech 
Republic. The first parts of the caves to be discovered 

were illuminated and opened to the public already in 
1909. A year later, small boats made it possible to visit a 
lovely formation called Masaryk’s Dome. Nearly fifty years 
later, the tour route was renovated, with the installation 
of new lighting. The most recent extensive reconstruc-
tion took place in 1996. A new element was the bridging 
of the Front Dome (Přední dóm), which opened up to 
visitors a new view of the many beautiful stalactite and 
stalagmite formations. Information in several languages 
is available to visitors from dispensers, and there is even a 
part of the cave that is wheelchair accessible.
A monumental feature of the Punkva Caves is the world-
famous Macocha Abyss, which is a spectacle that should 
not be missed. Its depth is 138.5 meters (454 feet) down 
to the surface of the Lower Lake (Dolní jezírko), and it 
covers an area of 174 by 76 meters (570 by 249 feet). The 
abyss was formed by the gradual collapsing of the roof 
over enormous caverns. There is a legend connected with 
the origin of the name Macocha (the name is similar to 
the Czech word for stepmother: “macecha”). According 
to the legend, in a nearby town there lived a widower 
with a son named Jan. When he remarried, his son Jan 
gained a stepmother and later a half brother. Unlike his 
half brother, Jan was a healthy child, and that fact made 
his stepmother jealous. She sought the advice of a lo-
cal herbalist. The old woman predicted that if Jan were 
to die, the stepmother’s own son would be cured. The 
stepmother decided to lure Jan to the edge of an abyss, 
and she pushed him over the edge. Jan managed to save 
himself by catching the branch of a tree. Upon returning 
home, she discovered that her own son had died, and in 
a fit of madness, she decided to end her life with her dead 
son in her arms by leaping into the abyss. Since then, the 
abyss has had the name Macocha. 

We make science fun,  
so come and enjoy hundreds  
of interactive exhibits.

TOP 5
 · Planetarium 4K 
 · Humanoid robot 
 · Mega Bubble Park
 · Mars Rover 
 · Fire tornado

Recommended from 8 years.
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Eagle-eyed reader?
 1)  How many animal species can you see at the 

Prague Zoo?
 2)  What is the nickname of the National Theatre 

in Prague?
 3)  How many coins did the student find every 

morning in the Faust House?
 4)  What were the secret ingredients for the con-

struction of the Charles Bridge?
 5)  Bruncvík saved the life of what kind of animal? 
 6)  Where is Tycho Brahe buried?
 7)  What did hired thugs do to the Master Hanuš 

after he completed the Astronomical Clock?
 8)   Where is the Devil’s Column located? 
 9)  How long is the tour route through the 

Koněprusy Caves? 
 10)  In what region is the Chýnov Cave located?
 11)  What is the name of the abyss that is part of 

the Punkva Caves? 
 12)  What is the temperature in the Zbrašov Arago-

nite Caves?

1) 681; 2) The Golden Chapel; 3) Always just one;  
4) Eggs, milk, and wine; 5) A lion; 6) In the Church of Our 
Lady before Týn on Old Town Square; 7) They blinded 
him; 8) Vyšehrad; 9) 620 meters (0.4 miles); 10) South 
Bohemia; 11) The Macocha Abyss; 12) 14 ˚C (57 ˚F)

Slivovice (plum brandy), Bohemian garnets, amber, 
wooden marionettes, art and design pieces, folk art 
pieces, spa wafers and typical spa drinking cups, etc.

◗ The majority of shops open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
workdays. It is, however, easy to do one’s shopping at 
weekends as well, primarily thanks to numerous shop-
ping centres (e.g. Palladium near the metro station 
“Náměstí Republiky”, Nový Smíchov near the metro 
station “Anděl”, shopping mall Debenhams situated 
on Wenceslas Square, or department store MY near 
the metro station “Národní třída”).

◗  Currency exchange rates
 One Euro buys approximately CZK 27, one US dollar 

approximately CZK 24, and one pound sterling ap-
proximately CZK 32.

◗  Banks
  Most banks in Prague are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

on weekdays.
◗  Postal services
  The main post office is open daily from 2 a.m. until 

midnight. It is located at 14 Jindřišská Street in the very 
centre of the city, near metro station “Můstek”, the 
interchange the metro station for the A and B lines. 

Public transport  
information
◗ There are three underground (metro) lines  

operating in Prague – green (A), yellow (B) and  
red (C). The metro system interconnects all the  
important places around the city, with tram and bus 
connections to destinations where the metro does 
not reach. The public transport network is reliable and 
covers the city thoroughly. The metro operates daily 
from 5 a.m. to midnight. After midnight, public trans-
port is ensured by night tram and bus lines.

Useful information
◗ Prague is the capital city of the Czech Republic.  

It has approximately 1.3 million inhabitants,  
on an area of some 500 sq km (193 sq mi).  
It originated around 1000 A.D. and for many 
years remained a  group of independent villages.  
Under the rule of Charles IV (14th century) medi-
eval Prague experienced its greatest development.  
At the turn of the 17th century the city gained 
further renown owing to Emperor Rudolf II. Be-
tween 1918 and 1992 Prague was the capital city  
of Czechoslovakia, and since January 1993 it 
has been the capital of the independent Czech  
Republic. Since 1 May 2004 the Czech Republic  
has been a  member of the European Union, and  
on 21 December 2007 it became part of the Schen-
gen Area. 

◗ Bank holidays in the Czech Republic: 1 January  
– New Year, 25 March – Good Friday, 28 March – East-
er Monday, 1 May – Labour Day, 8 May – Liberation 
Day, 5 July – The Day of Missionaries and Saints Cyril 
and Methodius, 6 July – Jan Hus Day, 28 September 
– Czech Statehood Day, 28 October – Independ-
ence Day, 17 November - Struggle for Freedom and  
Democracy Day, 24 December – Christmas Eve, 25 De-
cember – Christmas Day, 26 December – Boxing Day. 

◗ Traditional Czech dishes are a  meal of braised  
beef with cream sauce and bread dumplings and  
roast pork with dumplings and cabbage, while the  
traditional Christmas meal is carp. Main courses in  
restaurants usually cost (depending on the location)  
from CZK 150 to CZK 300.

◗ Popular souvenirs purchased in the Czech Re-
public include Czech cut glass, porcelain, tradi-
tional liquors Becherovka (herbal bitters), mead, 

Taxi to  
the airport
for €18
www.transport-in-prague.com <<<
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www  .  czech.cz
official website of the Czech Republic

www  .  praha.eu
web portal of the City of Prague

www  .  prague.eu
Prague tourist web portal

www  .  czechtourism.com 
official travel site of the Czech Republic 

www . kudyznudy.cz
ideas for trips

www . florenc.cz
website of the Florenc coach terminal

www . cd.cz
Czech Railways website

www . prg.aero
Prague Airport website

www . dpp.cz
website of the Prague public transport operator 

www . jizdnirady.idnes.cz
website timetables of trains, buses and public transport 
in the Czech Republic and Europe 

www . chmi.cz
website of the Czech Institute of Hydrometeorology 
– information on weather in the Czech Republic

The EU universal emergency telephone number
112

Fire brigade emergency number 
150

Emergency medical service number  
155 

Municipal police emergency number  
156  

State police emergency number
158

Information (tel. numbers, information  
on traffic, cultural events, etc.)
1188 

Useful Czech telephone numbers 
1180  

Prague contact centre
12444  

Roadside assistance
1230

Airport information – nonstop line
220 111 888 

International country calling code  
for the Czech Republic 
+420 (00420)

Important telephone numbers: Useful links:

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to 70 years (note) of age N.B. 
that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ (endorsement price is 120 CZK),  
the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P, 0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of 
age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
name, surname, date of birth and a photograph.

Fare

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

   Bus 119 – ˝Dejvická˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 22 min.
  Bus 100 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.
  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  

nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
˝Letiště˝ – 33 min.
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CZK 12
 

CZK 55

CZK 16
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CZK 55

 

 

 

 

CZK 32  

CZK 24
 

CZK 110

 

CZK 310

 
     

 

Adult Child SeniorTickets

Basic

Short-term

1 day

3 days

90 min.

30 min.

24 hrs

72 hrs

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to 70 years (note) of age N.B. 
that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ (endorsement price is 120 CZK),  
the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P, 0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of 
age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
name, surname, date of birth and a photograph.

Fare

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

   Bus 119 – ˝Dejvická˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 22 min.
  Bus 100 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.
  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  

nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
˝Letiště˝ – 33 min.
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Adult Child SeniorTickets

Basic

Short-term

1 day

3 days

90 min.

30 min.

24 hrs

72 hrs

 – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní 
nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
Airport Express Buss

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

    – ˝Nádraží Veleslavín˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 17 min.
 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.

 
    

Fare

Bus 119
  Bus 100

 

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to  
70 years (note) of age N.B. that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ 
(endorsement price is 120 CZK), the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P,  
0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of age N.B. require only an 
identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with name, 
surname, date of birth and a photograph.
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•   Václav Havel Airport Prague,   
Terminal 1 and 2

•  Prague City Hall, 
Jungmannova 29/35, Prague 1

Metro stations: 
• Anděl • Můstek
•  Hlavní nádraží •  Hradčanská
• Nádraží Veleslavín

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

•  Old-Town Hall
•  Rytířská 12
• Wenceslas Square 
• Václav Havel Airport Prague

PRAGUE CITY TOURISM 
INFORMATION CENTRES

for free distribution

www.i-prague.info

Owing to the ongoing construction
works, the public transport connections  
as depicted on the map may change.

Please read the information at stops  
or call the info line +420 296 19 18 17.

http://www.i-prague.info

