
august – october 2015

information and sights

where
to go

i
Prague

i
Prag

90
dní v Prazední

365

na
Moravě

s
dětmi

     
10%

discount in
side



Currently...
Musica Orbis – 3rd annual cycle of concerts presenting ensembles and symphonic orchestras from leading  
foreign schools and universities • Municipal House – Smetana Hall • 14 and 27 August www  .  koncertniklub.cz

Trutnoff Open Air Festival – A music festival that grew from origins that were underground  
in resistance to the former communist regime • Trutnov • 20 to 23 August www  .  festivaltrutnov.cz

Kája Saudek: 18+ – An exhibition dedicated to the recently deceased “King of Czech Comics” displaying  
sets of his erotically charged drawings • Art Salon S – The Dancing House • until 17 September www  .  artsalons.cz

Prague Harley Days – An exhibition for motorcycle lovers and the whole family, 
with the added bonus of a ride of up to 1,500 bikes parading through the streets of Prague
Holešovice Exhibition Grounds • 4 September www  .  harley-days.cz

Pandora’s Vox / Veronika Holcová, Klara Kristalova, Sandra Vasquez – An exhibition named  
after the Greek mythological figure • Colloredo-Mansfeld Palace • until 1 November www  .  ghmp.cz

Theatre Pilsen – 23rd International festival of theatre covering a broad range of themes and genres
Pilsen – European Capital of Culture 2015 • 9 to 17 September www  .  festivaldivadlo.cz

Burgerfest – A festival of gastronomy for all burger lovers featuring a rich supplementary programme  
and a competition for amateur bands • Holešovice Exhibition Grounds • 19 and 20 September www  .  burgerfest.cz

Joe Bonamassa – American blues-rock guitarist and singer, famous for his gravelly voice  
and technical, highly sophisticated guitar play • Forum Karlín • 5 October www  .  forumkarlin.cz

Noah’s Ark – A zoological exhibition that will take you through the fascinating world of animals  
that inhabit, or inhabited, our planet • New Building of the National Museum • permanent display www  .  nm.cz

Fotoexpo – A fair that welcomes not only professionals and experts in the field  
of photographic technology, graphic design and printing
National House of Vinohrady (Národní dům na Vinohradech) • 17 October www  .  fotoexpo.cz

FMX Gladiator games – The oldest European freestyle motocross event celebrates 15 years  
of existence this year • O2 Arena • 24 October www  .  o2arena.cz

Prague of Jan Hus and the Hussites / 1415 – 2015 – An exhibition marking the 600th anniversary  
of the execution of Jan Hus (John Huss) • Clam-Gallas Palace • 24 September to 26 January  www  .  muzeumprahy.cz

Artists and Prophets – A rerun of the Frankfurt exhibition presenting works by Egon Schiele, František Kupka,  
Johannes Baader and others • Trade Fair Palace (Veletržní palác) • until 18 October www  .  ngprague.cz

We make science fun, so come and 
enjoy hundreds of interactive exhibits.

Hundreds 
of interactive exhibits 

on four floors! 

TOP 5
 · Planetarium – 2D and 3D 
 · Humanoid robot  
– unique in CZ 

 · Mega Bubble Park
 · Science show  
– experiments  
with fire and ice

 · iQCafe

TOP 7
 · Music stage 
 · TV studio 
 · Water World
 · Bubble Park 
 · Mirror Maze 
 · Titanic 
 · Space tunnel

Recommended from 8 years.

Recommended from 2 to 12 years.
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Did you know that... ◗ ... the first written record of the existence of the 
medieval Prague astronomical clock dates back 
to 9 October 1410? Although the astronomical 
clock was made by master clockmaster Mikuláš of 
Kadaň, it was Hanuš of Růže who was erroneously 
identified as the clockmaker up until 1962. However, 
Hanuš of Růže merely improved the clock at the end 
of the 15th century. Hanuš also features in one of 
the astronomical clock legends. Prague councillors 
are said to have feared that Hanuš would be asked 
to construct a similarly beautiful clock in another 
city – so they had him blinded with red-hot iron 
rods. Hanuš then reached deep into the innards of 
the clockwork and stopped it in revenge. The legend 
claims that for one hundred years no-one was able 
to repair the clock.

 The astronomical clock, one of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites, is located on the southern face of the 
Old Town Hall tower. The top part houses mechani-
cally operated figures of the 12 apostles; each carries 
a relevant attribute. The figures appear successively 
in two windows on the hour from 9am to 11pm. 
The middle section of the face of the clock contains 
its oldest part: the mechanical clockwork and astro-
nomical dial. The clock is the only one of its type in 
the world to show “Babylonian time”: from sunrise 
to sunset. The bottom section of the clock comprises  
of a calendar displaying allegories of the 12 months. 
The astronomical clock’s main face is lined with nu-
merous other mechanical figures, such as a skeleton 
that flips an hourglass and a miser waving a money 
pouch. Visitors to the Old Town Square are invited 
to peer inside the astronomical clock to admire its 
mechanism, while they also have the chance to have 
a look across the city from the top of the tower.

◗ ... is it really now 150 years since steamships first 
began navigating the Vltava river? To mark the  
occasion, the National Technical Museum has, in colla- 
boration with the Prague Steamboat Company 
(Pražská paroplavební společnost), prepared an ex-
hibition: The Art of Steam Travel on the River Vltava 
(Umění paroplavby po řece Vltavě) 1865 – 2015.  
The exhibition features models of steamships, vari-
ous technical memorabilia, parts of ships and sailors’ 
kit. There are some truly unique exhibits, such as film 
footage from the 1920s and 1930s showing life on the 
decks of Prague steamships. The steamship navigation 
phenomenon, as seen through the eyes of painters, 
forms another very interesting part of this attraction. 
The display includes a previously unseen painting 
by famous Czech artist Jakub Schikaneder depicting 
a steamship done out in the colours of a steamship 
company as it looked around the year 1905. 

 If you decide to pay a visit to the exhibition, keep 
your admission ticket as it will entitle you to a 20 
percent discount on a Vltava cruise taken with the 
Prague Steamboat Company. You can, for example, 
board the historical paddle steamer Vyšehrad. It is 
the oldest, and at 62 metres also one of the longest, 
steamboats of its kind navigating the Vltava.

T H E  A R T  O F  M A K E - B E L I E V E

Celetná 15
Praha 1

THE LARGEST WAX MUSEUM 
IN CENTRAL EUROPE

• 80 international and Czech celebrities
• 3000 m2 of fun and discovery
• Interactive workshops
* 10% discount on any ticket with this coupon

SPECIAL 
OFFER!

10%
DISCOUNT!*
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A royal game reserve was established a few miles west 
of Prague in the 1530s by the Holy Roman Emperor 
Ferdinand I. Hvězda Summer Palace was erected in the 
reserve between 1555 and 1557 by Ferdinand’s second 
son, Ferdinand II, Archduke of Further Austria. He is said 
to have had the palace built out of devotion to his mis-
tress, Philippine Welser, who was born into a family of 
merchants and financiers. The couple were secretly mar- 
ried in 1557. The palace and hunting lodge was built in 
the shape of a six-pointed star, hence the name applied 
to both the building and game reserve, “hvězda” being 
the Czech word for star. The shape is composed of two 
overlaid triangles, one of which is said to denote positi- 
vity and love and the other negativity. It is said that sen-
sitive people may feel a surge of energy when standing 
in the centre of the building.

Books closer to stars
The palace, often described as a pavilion, is 40 metres 
wide and 40 metres high. Specific meanings are  
assigned to the individual levels within the building.  
The basement is dedicated to earth, the ground floor 
to water, the first floor to air and the upper floor to fire. 

Wonders of the Hvězda Game Reserve
The renaissance-style building was erected by Italian 
builders attached to the royal court in Prague. Giovanni 
Maria Aostalli and Giovanni Lucchese worked under the 
supervision of Hans Tirol and later Bonifacius Wohlmut.
The two lower floors of the palace now house an exhibi-
tion about the history of the building, including displays 
of period artefacts. Other features to admire include 
stucco decorations and a model of the 1620 Battle of 
the White Mountain. The upper two floors are devoted 
to a temporary exhibition entitled “Zpráva o knize” 
(Book Report). The exhibition marks the 50th anniver-
sary of the Most Beautiful Czech Books of the Year com-
petition and is divided into three parts spread over the 
two floors. The interactive exhibition features a special 
circular device that displays previously scanned books. 
A “digital worker” is on hand to explain the process of 
scanning the books and the reasons behind the project. 
Separate points of the building’s star contain the actual 

scanned books and display the current competition 
winners. On the top floor, the “Banquet Hall” features 
video sequences that are projected onto the wooden 
ceiling and thus symbolically broadcast as data into the 
universe. The exhibition enables visitors to see large  
areas of the palace that are otherwise off-limits and  
to admire the original floorings and the views from  
the palace windows. 

Scars of war
The game reserve was originally intended to provide 
entertainments for the nobility, above all deer hunting. 
At various points over the years, usually during wartime, 
the summer palace has served as a military base and the 
reserve has been reduced to a source of meat and timber. 
The first major siege happened in 1620 when the Battle 
of the White Mountain raged nearby and Europe was 
plunged into the horrors of the Thirty Years’ War. After 
the war, the derelict palace was restored by the Holy Ro-
man Emperor and King of Bohemia, among other realms, 
Ferdinand III. Over the following centuries this pattern  
of resurgence and decline repeated itself as periodic  
conflicts struck the region. The reserve even became  
a shelter for members of the SS during World War II.
Today, the original reserve doubles as a city park and 
mainly serves recreational purposes. It is home to riches 
of both fauna and flora, with a range of tree species, 
both deciduous and coniferous, around 60 bird species, 
squirrels and martens. The Hvězda grounds became a 
natural conservation area in 1988. The park is open to 
pedestrians and cyclists, while dogs are also permitted 
provided they are kept on a leash. There is also a nature 
trail through the preserve providing a wealth of infor-
mation about the summer palace and its surroundings.
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Prague’s official web portal for tourists  
– www.prague.eu – now features a new e-shop.  
It can be used to order the services of a professional 
city guide, a group ticket to the Old Town Hall 
tower, the PragueCard tourist card and various sou-
venirs from Prague. It is also possible to turn to the 
e-shop to obtain various maps and leaflets about 

Prague in various language-versions. The leaflets are 
free; only postage costs apply. The complete set of 
maps and leaflets about Prague can also be picked 
up at five Prague City Tourism information centres 
(Terminals 1 and 2 of Václav Havel Airport Prague, 
Old Town Hall, Lesser Town Bridge Tower, Wences-
las Square).
Two information centres (Old Town Square 1, Wen- 
ceslas Square) also sell Prague souvenirs. “We would 
like to make sure that tourists return home from 
Prague with tasteful and practical mementos. They 
are currently sold in our two information centres 
located in the historical centre of the city and via the 
recently opened e-shop, available on our website. 
We are going to keep expanding our current range 
of merchandise in relation to core marketing themes 
of Prague as a tourist destination. For example, for 
next year we are already developing products related 
to the 700th anniversary of the birth of Holy Roman 
Emperor Charles IV,” said Nora Dolanská, director of 
Prague City Tourism.
The merchandise currently includes cookie cutters 
that cut shapes of Prague’s most prominent monu-
ments, umbrellas bearing the “Wow Prague – pure 
emotion” logo, silk scarves with hand-painted motifs 
of historical buildings from around the city, a “magic 
mug” that shows the Prague Castle panorama when 
heated, a wipe for eye glasses with a photo of Old 
Town Square, Nordic walking poles, a set of refrigera-
tor magnets, a kitchen apron and a DVD with ani-
mated legends from Old Prague. www  .  prague.eu

Official Prague souvenirs available 
at info centres and from e-shop With the Prague Card, 

get more out of Prague 
for less!

—  free entry & discounts on  
100 tourist attractions

    —  unlimited use of public transportation 
 —  available for children, students  

and adults
 — valid for 2, 3 or 4 days

Sold at Prague City Tourism  
Information Centres

www.eshop.prague.eu
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Open door days
The open door season will soon be upon us. Once 
again national institutions will be opening their 
doors to otherwise inaccessible premises. By be-
coming acquainted with the architecture and sig-
nificance of these buildings the public can thus gain 
a deeper understanding of their cultural heritage. 
The idea of open door days emerged in 1984, first 
in France with other countries joining in gradually. 
Spain and Norway were among the first. Govern-
ment buildings and institutions traditionally open 
their doors in the Czech Republic on the anniversary 
of the declaration of Czechoslovak independence 
(28 October). From a broad range of accessible ven-
ues we have selected four of the most significant in-
stitutions and buildings that should not be missed. 
The event is always very popular, with queues likely, 
so leave plenty of time for your visits.

Straka Academy
The open door day on the bank holiday of 28 October 
will also unlock the doors to the Straka Academy, the 
seat of the Government Office of the Czech Republic. 
Guided tours with a detailed commentary will include 
areas actively used by cabinet members. They will 
not only present the historical interiors of the build-

My_Narodni_Prague_inz_64x131_ENG_03.indd   1 1/12/15   1:56 PM

ing but also explain the various procedures that take 
place both here and at the Government Office.

Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic
Another prominent building that will open to the pub-
lic on the 28 October national holiday, from 10am to 
5pm, is the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Re-
public. Group tours will guide visitors through the Se- 
nate’s Reception Lounge, the Presidential Lounge and 
the office of the deputy chair. The Senate’s Exhibition 
Hall and the Trčka Gallery will also be open to view. 

Production gardens of Prague Castle
Also known as Lumbe Garden, the Prague Castle pro-
duction gardens will open their gates on 19 and 20 
September. Viewings will take place between 11am 
and 6pm, starting at the main entrance. The entry gate 
is adjacent to the Lumbe Villa, the residence of the 
head of state. The gardens first opened to the public in 
2010. Each viewing takes about one hour. Tours of the 
gardens, which grow decorative flowers for the Castle 
and its official events, as well as vegetables for the 
President’s kitchen, will be guided either by the Castle 
gardeners themselves or by professional guides from 
the Prague Castle Administration.

i
Prague

i
Prag

90
dní v Prazední

365

na
Moravě

s
dětmi

http://www.mystores.cz


What’s on in Prague

Mysterious Distances at the National Gallery
One of the climactic works by Otokar Březina, a representa-
tive of the Symbolism movement in Czech literature, bears 
the poetic name Tajemné dálky (Mysterious Distances). 
And it was this compilation that inspired the naming of  
a current exhibition at the National Gallery in Prague. The 
exhibition has been installed in the Convent of St Agnes  
of Bohemia and will remain open until 27 September.
The works on display provide an overview of the develop-
ment of symbolism in Bohemia from 1880 to 1914. Both 
the beginning and the end of the period were marked by 
prominent events in Czech history. The first was the date 
of opening of the National Theatre in Prague while the 
other marked the beginning of World War One.
Tajemné dálky is the first ever exhibition of works by 
Symbolist artists primarily concerned with the develop-

Contemporary Circuses present open-air acts
Letná Park (Letenské sady) will host the interna-
tional festival Letní Letná (Summer Letná) for the 
11th time from 16 August to 3 September. The 
festival features mainly theatre and contemporary 

circus performances by ensembles from the Czech 
Republic and abroad. There will be performances for 
children, visual and performing arts workshops as 
well as plenty of opportunities to relax in a café and 
just soak up the magic atmosphere.
One of the biggest star attractions of this year’s fes-
tival is without doubt the British NoFit State Circus 
and its unique performance act Bianco. This mainly 
features aerial acrobatics that defy the laws of 
gravity. Another prominent ensemble is the French 
Compagnie Rasposo that merges contemporary cir-
cus, theatre and dance. Domestic performers will be 
represented for example by Cirk La Putyka or Cirkus 
Mlejn. Tickets are available via the festival’s website 
or you can opt for one of the performances with  
free admission. www  .  letniletna.cz

ment of the artistic style. With its unique artistic and 
historical approach, the current exhibition also includes 
works by lesser known artists who have previously 
lacked exposure.
In addition to paintings, the exhibition also features 
sculptures, clearly dominated by the 1907 work by 
František Bílek, entitled Úžas (Astonishment). The  
exhibition is also supplemented by a great number  
of books focusing on Symbolism.
The exhibition’s venue is well worth a visit in itself. The 
Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia was founded in the 
1230s by Princess Agnes of Bohemia and her brother 
King Wenceslaus I of Bohemia. It is without doubt one 
of the most significant Gothic buildings in Prague.

www  .  ngprague.cz

REGULAR SHUTTLE BUS
AIRPORT    ➠ CITY CENTRE

COMFORTABLE AND DIRECT
TRANSPORT FROM PRAGUE AIRPORT

TO THE CITY CENTRE OR BACK
Airport bus stop: T1 exit F, T2 exit E

LEAVES EVERY 30 MINUTES
 TICKETS CAN BE BOUGHT

DIRECTLY FROM THE DRIVER

Bus stop – CITY CENTRE –
is in V CELNICI Street

• NEXT TO METRO LINE B •
&

• 40 METRES FROM NÁMĚSTÍ REPUBLIKY •

www.cedaz.cz
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W. A. Mozart

DON GIOVANNI
DAILY AT 8 PM

FrOM JuLY 15Th TO AuGusT 23rD 2015

The esTATes TheATre
19th traditional stagione of opera mozart

The esTATes TheATre PrAGue 1, OVOcNý Trh 1

ad_64x64_DonGio_2015.indd   1 13.04.15   19:52

Visit the second oldest monastic library 
in the country. 
Peruse one of the best kept collections  
of historical books, manuscripts and 
first editions in Central Europe.  
Pore over the maps and globes and be 
astounded by the unique decorations in 
the Philosophical Hall, the Theological 
Hall and by the frescoes and the exhibits 
in the cabinet of curiosities.   

Strahovské nádvoří 1/132, Praha 1
Open daily: 9 – 12 a.m. and 1 – 5  p.m.
tel. +420 233 107 749
Private tours: tel. 602 190 297

www.strahovskyklaster.cz

Strahov Monastery is the oldest 
Premonstratensian monastery  
in the Czech Republic
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Great opening of the

DiamonD
museum!

First and only of its kind in the Czech 
Republic! You can’t miss it!

www.diamondmuseum.cz

unique displays
shop full of treasures

Diamond cafe
Opening hours:

Daily
9am – 9pm

Široká 24/4, Praha 1
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The Best of Gershwin

Bolero and Jewish Songs 

The Best of World  
and Czech Music

Hallelujah

at one of Europe’s  
most beautiful synagogues 

Concerts 

For the current programme, visit 
 www.bmart.cz

The Spanish Synagogue
Prague 1, 7.00pm

Concerts take place five days a week
A favourite hang-out 
of Prague residents, 

also visited by
Karel âapek, Franz Kafka, 

Albert Einstein . . .

~
CAFÉ LOUVRE, Národní tfiída 22, Praha 1

tel. 224 930 949, 724 054 055 
cafelouvre@cafelouvre.cz, www.cafelouvre.cz

e s t .  1 9 0 2
café Louvre

64x131:64x131 GFL  4/14/11  2:56 PM  Stránka 1
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www.muzeumprahy.cz

 
Langweil' s  Model

of Prague
  

 
Langweil' s  Model

of Prague
  Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 – Florenc

Open: TUE–SUN 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
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 WWW.FAJANS.CZ

FA
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T
Ý

N
 - UNGELT • PRAGUE - O
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OW

N
mostecká 4, 118 00 Prague 1 

Daily at 9am, 11am, 

3pm and 8 pm

33hours
with licensed guides

Phone
+420 731 238 264

SEGWAY TOURSSEGWAY TOURS

info@segwayfun.eu

discount10 %

ŠKODA MUSEUMŠKODA MUSEUM

museum.skoda-auto.com

Experience a fascinating journey 
through history. Only 60 km from 
Prague, you will find a unique collection 
of automotive gems!

Mo–Sun, 09:00–17:00
GPS: 50°25’7.615”N, 14°54’50.838”E

ŠKODA Museum, Tř. V. Klementa 294, 
Mladá Boleslav, T +420 326 832 038
museum@skoda-auto.cz

Charles University in Prague
Institute for Language and Preparatory Studies

UJOP, Vratislavova 10, 128 00 Praha 2, www.ipragueujop.cz
tel.: +420 224 990 420, e-mail: ujop@ujop.cuni.cz

•	 intensive courses of Czech as a foreign language in Prague
		 -	one-year	course,	one-semester,	six-week	and	evening		

Czech	language	courses,	special	courses,	one-to-one	courses,		
online	courses,	preparatory	courses	for	university	studies		

•	preparatory courses for language exams
•	standardized exams of Czech language for foreigners

WWW.TOWERPARK.CZ

Mahlerovy sady 1 / 130 00 Prague 3 / 
+420 210 320 081 / 

THE
SECOND

UGLIEST 
BUILDING 

IN THE WORLD.
YOU WILL 

LOVE IT!
OBSERVATORY
RESTAURANT

BAR
ONE ROOM HOTEL

MINIGOLF

OPENING HOURS
DAILY

8 AM—12 AM
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Living Land

Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad) 
Region  
ideal destination for trips 
from Prague all year round.

The website www.livingland.eu offers information  
on monuments, sights, spa towns, natural beauties, 
opportunities for sports, and much more

Photo:  
www.kvpoint.cz
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Písek
Písek is generally considered the “Gate” into Southern 
Bohemia. It is located about 100 kilometres south of 
Prague. The town was founded on the banks of the 
Otava river by Czech kings in the mid-13th century. 
Thanks to local deposits of gold and busy trading and 
manufacturing activities, the town quickly grew. It was 
popular with the Bohemian kings Ottokar II and Wen- 
ceslaus IV, who were frequent guests in the town.  
Písek was radically transformed in the 19th century 
when it spilled over its ancient ramparts. New streets  
of lodging houses were built on the outskirts, new  
cultural institutions and associations were founded  
and the town soon was soon typically referred to  
as “The Town of schools and students.”
Probably the most attractive monument in Písek 
is its stone bridge, the oldest in Bohemia as it was 
built in the 13th century. The Písek stud farm is 
another tourist magnet. It was built in the Tudor 
style and one of the resident stallions, Ardo, served 
sculptor Josef Václav Myslbek as the model for the 
famous equestrian statue of Saint Wenceslas found 
at the top of Wenceslas Square in Prague. One of the 
earlier model statues is located on the stud court- 
yard. Písek is also a town of museums and as such  
it offers tourists an opportunity to visit the historical 

Southern Bohemia is one of the most frequently visited 
regions in the Czech Republic. And it’s no wonder. 
A wealth of cultural monuments as well as areas of 
natural beauty are to be found there. As you journey 
through its landscapes and observe the architecture, 
it soon becomes apparent that the region used to be 
home to plenty of wealthy, noble families that em-
ployed the best artists and craftsmen. The abundance 
of castles and chateaus testify to that fact. Chateaus 
such as Červená Lhota and Hluboká have so often  
attracted the filmmakers.
The absence of major industrial enterprises has 
provided for a good deal of unspoilt landscapes 
and natural scenery. Southern Bohemia is also often 
called the land of ponds, and quite rightly too. The 
greatest concentration of extensive ponds can be 
found around the town of Třeboň, which is famous 
for its fish farming and carp. “Třeboňský” carp is le- 
gendary. Areas of untamed nature, such as within
Šumava National Park and the Boubín virgin 
forest,also add to the region’s allure, while Lipno 
reservoir resorts offer countless opportunities for ac-
tive relaxation. The surrounding hills are dotted with 
observatory towers, some of which provide views 
across the border into neighbouring Germany.
The following is a selection of historical towns in the 
region that are both worth a visit and within easy tra- 
velling distance of Prague. There are ample train and 
coach connections from the capital. Pick your destina-
tion and enjoy a trip that can be both adventurous  
and educating.

Relish the sheer 
beauty of Southern 
Bohemia
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water-powered generation station of the royal town 
of Písek. All the equipment is still in working order. 
Another alternative is the local museum dedicated 
to fish farming and gold panning. Children will find 
entertainment at the town’s Malt House which cur-
rently offers the interactive exhibition Ant Hill II  
– it puts a great detail of small insect life before  
the naked eye.

České Budějovice
Established by Czech King Ottokar II in 1265, the 
town of České Budějovice is celebrating the 750th 
anniversary of its founding. The new royal town was 
meant to provide the previously missing Southern 
Bohemian base for the king. České Budějovice began 
to flourish considerably in the 16th century and 
the town even became the kingdom’s capital for a 
while during the Thirty Years’ War when numerous 
government offices moved from Prague, threatened 
by Swedish troops. Another boom came in the 19th 
century when administration relocated to the city 
from the nearby towns of Tábor and Písek. That and 
one of the first railway lines to be built in the king-
dom connecting the city to Linz in Austria, meant 
that České Budějovice became a prominent centre  
of trade and culture.

České Budějovice is above all a city of beer. The Bud-
weiser Budvar lager is known to many fans of “liquid 
gold” anywhere in the world. The brewery itself 
operates a visitors centre with a multimedia display 
called The Story of Beer in České Budějovice (Příběh 
budějovického piva). One of the highlights of any visit 
to the brewery is a tasting of beer in the lager cellars 
of the brewery. In terms of city architecture, one of 
the most interesting sights is the central square, truly 
square and one of the largest in Central Europe, with 
dimensions of 133 metres by 133 metres. The Přemysl 
Otakar II Square is overlooked by the gothic Black 
Tower (Černá věž) that offers splendid views of the 
city’s historical centre.

Český Krumlov
Of the three towns, Český Krumlov, is the southern-
most one and the trip from Prague takes about three 
hours by coach. The first written records of the town’s 
existence date back to 1240 and mention a jousting 
tournament that was taking place at Krumlov castle. 
That would indicate that the local settlement was by 
then a highly representative one and well stocked too 
if it could host a number of knights. The whole town 
has retained its romantic atmosphere. Taking a stroll 
through the town means navigating a labyrinth of nar-
row medieval streets adorned with picturesque gables 
of bourgeoisie houses. The town, boasting a unique 
atmosphere, has had its historical centre included  
on the UNESCO World Heritage List since 1992.
The town’s crown jewels are its castle and chateau. 
The whole compound is fully interconnected and 
simply demands romantic strolls from courtyard to 
courtyard in the evening’s fading light. The chateau 
also includes a pen with live bears that has been 
maintained there for several centuries.  

Inside the chateau there are authentic interiors dem-
onstrating lifestyles from the 16th to the 19th cen-
turies. However, the main attraction is the chateau’s 
baroque theatre. It is one of Europe’s best preserved 
stages dating from the 18th century, including an  
almost complete set of costumes, stage properties 
and theatre technology. The chateau’s gardens also 
house an open-air theatre with a revolving stage, 
home to a number of cultural events every summer. 
Another place certainly worth a visit is the Egon 
Schiele Art Centrum, devoted to works by Schiele as 
well as classical art of the 20th century in general.
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Slivovice (plum brandy), Bohemian garnets,  
amber, wooden marionettes, art and design 
pieces, folk art pieces, spa wafers and typical spa 
drinking cups, etc.

◗ The majority of shops open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
workdays. It is, however, easy to do one’s shopping at 
weekends as well, primarily thanks to numerous shop-
ping centres (e.g. Palladium near metro station “Náměstí 
Republiky”, Nový Smíchov near metro station “Anděl”, 
or Centrum Chodov at metro station “Chodov”).

◗  Currency exchange rates 
One US dollar buys approximately CZK 25, one Euro  
approximately CZK 27, and one pound sterling  
approximately CZK 39.

◗  Banks  
Most banks in Prague are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays.

◗  Postal services 
The main post office is open daily from 2 a.m. 
until midnight. It is located at 14 Jindřišská Street 
in the very centre of the city, near metro station 
“Můstek”, the interchange metro station for the 
A and B lines. 

Public transport  
information
◗ There are three underground (metro) lines  

operating in Prague – green (A), yellow (B) and  
red (C). The metro system interconnects all the  
important places around the city, with tram and bus 
connections to destinations where the metro does 
not reach. The public transport network is reliable 
and covers the city thoroughly. The metro operates 
daily from 5 a.m. to midnight. After midnight, public 
transport is ensured by night tram and bus lines.

Useful information
◗ Prague is the capital city of the Czech Republic.  

It has approximately 1.3 million inhabitants,  
on an area of some 500 sq km (193 sq mi).  
It originated around 1000 A.D. and for many years 
remained a group of independent villages.  
Under the rule of Charles IV (14th century) medi-
eval Prague experienced its greatest development.  
At the turn of the 17th century the city gained fur-
ther renown owing to Emperor Rudolf II. Between 
1918 and 1992 Prague was the capital city  
of Czechoslovakia and since January 1993 it has 
been the capital of the independent Czech  
Republic. Since 1 May 2004 the Czech Republic  
has been a member of the European Union and  
on 21 December 2007 it became part of the Schen-
gen Area. 

◗ Bank holidays in the Czech Republic:  
1 January – New Year, 24 January – Easter Monday, 
1 May – Labour Day, 8 May – Liberation Day, 5 July 
– The Day of Missionaries and Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius, 6 July – Jan Hus Day, 28 September – Czech 
Statehood Day, 28 October – Independence Day,  
17 November - Struggle for Freedom and Democracy 
Day, 24 December – Christmas Eve, 25 December  
– Christmas Day, 26 December – Boxing Day. 

◗ Traditional Czech dishes are a meal of braised  
beef with cream sauce and bread dumplings and  
roast pork with dumplings and cabbage, while the  
traditional Christmas meal is carp. Main courses in  
restaurants usually cost (depending on the location)  
from CZK 150 to CZK 300.

◗ Popular souvenirs purchased in the Czech Repub-
lic include Czech cut glass, porcelain, traditional 
liquors Becherovka (herbal bitters), mead,  

i
Prague

i
Prag

90
dní v Prazední

365

na
Moravě

s
dětmi

http://www.aaataxi.cz


www  .  czech.cz
official website of the Czech Republic

www  .  praha.eu
web portal of the City of Prague

www  .  praguewelcome.cz
Prague tourist web portal

www  .  czechtourism.com 
official travel site of the Czech Republic 

www  .  kudyznudy.cz
ideas for trips

www  .  florenc.cz
website of the Florenc coach terminal

www  .  cd.cz
Czech Railways website

www  .  prg.aero
Prague Airport website

www  .  dpp.cz
website of the Prague public transport operator 

www  .  jizdnirady.idnes.cz
website timetables of trains, buses and public transport 
in the Czech Republic and Europe 

www  .  chmi.cz
website of the Czech Institute of Hydrometeorology 
– information on weather in the Czech Republic

The EU universal emergency telephone number
112

Fire Brigade emergency number 
150

Emergency medical service number  
155 

Municipal police emergency number  
156  

Emergency number of the Police
158

Information (tel. numbers, information  
on traffic, cultural events, etc.)
1188 

Useful Czech telephone numbers 
1180  

Prague contact centre
12444  

Roadside assistance
1230

Airport information – nonstop line
220 111 888 

International country calling code  
for the Czech Republic 
+420 (00420)

Important telephone numbers: Useful links:

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to 70 years (note) of age N.B. 
that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ (endorsement price is 120 CZK),  
the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P, 0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of 
age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
name, surname, date of birth and a photograph.

Fare

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

   Bus 119 – ˝Dejvická˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 22 min.
  Bus 100 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.
  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  

nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
˝Letiště˝ – 33 min.
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Adult Child SeniorTickets

Basic

Short-term

1 day

3 days

90 min.

30 min.

24 hrs

72 hrs

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to 70 years (note) of age N.B. 
that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ (endorsement price is 120 CZK),  
the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P, 0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of 
age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
name, surname, date of birth and a photograph.
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   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

   Bus 119 – ˝Dejvická˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 22 min.
  Bus 100 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.
  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  

nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
˝Letiště˝ – 33 min.
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 – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní 
nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
Airport Express Buss

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

    – ˝Nádraží Veleslavín˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 17 min.
 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.

 
    

Fare

Bus 119
  Bus 100

 

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to  
70 years (note) of age N.B. that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ 
(endorsement price is 120 CZK), the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P,  
0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of age N.B. require only an 
identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with name, 
surname, date of birth and a photograph.
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•   Václav Havel Airport Prague,   
Terminal 1 and 2

•  Prague City Hall, 
Jungmannova 29/35, Prague 1

Metro stations: 
• Anděl 
•  Hlavní nádraží 
•  Hradčanská
• Nádraží Veleslavín

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

• Old-Town Hall  •  Rytířská 31
• Wenceslas Square
• Václav Havel Airport Prague 
• Lesser Town Bridge Tower
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www.i-prague.info

Owing to the ongoing construction
works, the public transport connections  
as depicted on the map may change.

Please read the information at stops  
or call the info line +420 296 19 18 17.


