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Currently...
The Marriage of Figaro • a new production of the famed comic opera at the theatre where Mozart  
himself performed it 230 years ago • Estates Theatre, from 4 February www  .  narodni-divadlo.cz

The Magic of Holy Images • an exhibition of sculptures and pictures from pilgrimage sites  
along with printed holy images • Prague City Museum, through 2 April www  .  muzeumprahy.cz 

Wunderbild • a large-scale installation by the contemporary German artist Katharina Grosse •  
National Gallery, from 16 February to 6 January www  .  ngprague.cz

Holiday World • 27th annual central European tourism trade fair, presenting leisure opportunities  
in the Czech Republic and at foreign destinations • Holešovice, from 15 to 18 February www  .  holidayworld.cz

Big Swing Night • an original musical show by the big band Original Vintage Orchestra •  
Lávka Club, 25 February and 25 March www  .  lavka.cz

Chris Potter Underground • the jazz saxophonist and his electrified band play numbers  
from the albums Underground and Ultrahang • at the club Jazz Dock, 6 March www  .  jazzdock.cz 

Easter at the Museum • a retrospective of Easter traditions with a programme for children  
and adults • National Museum of Agriculture, 23 March www  .  nzm.cz

The Paintings of Kamil Lhoták • an exhibition of the Czech illustrator and painter of balloons,  
modern technology, and sports • Municipal House, from 7 February to 22 April www  .  obecnidum.cz

Leoš Janáček Done Differently • a concert in honor of the Czech composer by the folk singer  
and cimbalom player Zuzana Lapčíková • Saint Agnes Convent, 5 April www  .  fok.cz 

A Jungle that Never Sleeps • an evening tour of the tropical rainforest  
in the Fata Morgana greenhouse • Prague Botanical Garden, through 24 March www  .  botanicka.cz

Carmina Burana • Carl Orff’s most famous work played by the Slovak Radio Symphony  
Orchestra of Bratislava • Rudolfinum, 10 April www  .  rudolfinum.cz

Vladimír Ambroz: Events • an exhibition documenting performances of the Brno artist  
from the 1970s • House of Photography, through 29 April www  .  ghmp.cz

Restoration of Prague Castle 1918–1929 • an exhibition of the transformation of Prague Castle 
from a symbol of monarchy to a president’s residence • Old Royal Palace, through 6 May www  .  hrad.cz

Festival Spectaculare • concerts of electronic, experimental jazz and contemporary music  
combined with video projections • various venues in Prague, from 6 Febraury to 23 April www  .  spectaculare.eu

Mozart: 

La cLeMenza 
di tito

Presented 
at the estates 
theatre

conductor: Mark Minkowski
10 & 11 May 2018

a concert perforMance

i
Prague

i
Prag

90
dní v Prazední

365

na
Moravě

s
dětmi

2  

https://www.narodni-divadlo.cz


Visit the second oldest monastic library 
in the country. 
Peruse one of the best kept collections  
of historical books, manuscripts and 
first editions in Central Europe.  
Pore over the maps and globes and be 
astounded by the unique decorations in 
the Philosophical Hall, the Theological 
Hall and by the frescoes and the exhibits 
in the cabinet of curiosities.   

Strahovské nádvoří 1/132, Praha 1

Open daily: 9 am – 12 pm and 1 pm – 5 pm 
On Easter Sunday closed
tel. +420 233 107 749
Private tours: tel. 602 190 297

www.strahovskyklaster.cz

Strahov Monastery is the oldest 
Premonstratensian monastery  
in the Czech Republic
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The Strahov Monastery Library:  
Hundreds of Thousands of Books from 
Nine Centuries
In the immediate vicinity of Prague Castle is one of 
the world’s oldest Premonstratensian monasteries. 
The monastery is in full use, and it offers visitors an 
unparalleled view of both the religious and the secular 
history of the Czech Lands.
The Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at Strahov 
was founded in 1143, and the monastery has served 
as the base of the Roman Catholic religious order 
for Bohemia and Moravia ever since, almost without 
interruption. The monastery is home to an order that 
manages countless vicarages and other estates across 
the Czech Republic, in addition to educating novices 
and clerics. There are more than 20 members currently 
living at the monastery. 
Worship services take place every day at 6 p.m. and 
on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the monastery’s baroque 
Basilica of the Assumption of Our Lady. The basilica is 
exceptional not only for its ornamentation, but also for 

being the final resting place of the Premonstratensian 
order’s founder St. Norbert (Norbert of Xanten), who is 
interred in the northern aisle.
At the time of the monastery’s founding, a library was 
established. It currently contains more than 300,000 
volumes of books and academic papers. This makes 
it one of only a handful of historical libraries still in 
operation. Having survived wars and fires, the original 
collections were given a new, dignified place in the 
17th century in the baroque Theological Hall. This 
monumental space lined by original bookshelves is 
dominated by its painted ceiling framed with stucco 
ornaments. Another unique feature of the Theologi-
cal Hall is the collection of globes from the 16th and 
17th centuries, while there is a preserved compilation 
wheel made around 1678 for use in assembling texts. 
As the library collection expanded, an additional room, 
the Philosophical Hall, was added. This vast auditorium 
is famous mainly for its ceiling painted by the Viennese 
artist Anton Maulbertsch, depicting saints and numer-
ous allegories. The library also includes a Cabinet of 
Curiosities which could be described as a predecessor 
of modern-day museums of natural history. In addition 
to the Premonstratensian monks, the library is also 
used by the Museum of National Literature.
Besides the monastery itself, visitors to Strahov can 
also view the picture gallery featuring a permanent 
collection of paintings from the 14th to the 19th cen-
turies. The entire monastery complex is open to the 
public every day.
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What’s Going On in Prague
Get to know Czech music and Czech performers. 
To start with, one cannot overlook the Czech Phil-
harmonic, the country’s top orchestra. For February, 
it has engaged the American cellist Alisa Weilerstein, 
who will join the Czech Philharmonic as a soloist 
for three evenings (21, 22, and 23 February). The 
music of Antonín Dvořák, Dmitri Shostakovich, and 
Edward Elgar will be heard. In March, the Czech 
Philharmonic will continue its series of important 
contemporary works performed by their compos-
ers. The British composer, conductor, and pianist 
Thomas Adès will be conducting his own work titled 
Totentanz for mezzo-soprano, baritone, and orches-
tra and works by Max Bruch and Joseph Haydn (21, 
22, and 23 March). All of the concerts of the Czech 
Philharmonic take place in the orchestra’s home, 
the Rudolfinum. On 12 March, you can come to the 
Czech Museum of Music not only for the exhibits on 
display there, but also for a concert of the Prague 
Philharmonia. It will be performing musical settings 
of Shakespeare’s Sonnets. Jaroslav Svěcený is a 
noted Czech violinist. In a new project, he joins forces 
with the Slovak Romany band Gypsy Devils. The 
result is an energy-charged programme that he will 

introduce on 20 March at Švanda’s Theatre. A more 
alternative-minded public might take an interest in 
two musicians who are unafraid to cross over genre 
boundaries. Dan Bárta and his group Illustrato-
sphere will be appearing on 28 March at the Palác 
Akropolis. Then on 24 April at the Church of St Simon 
and St Jude, the violinist and singer Iva Bittová will 
be performing György Kurtág’s cyclical composition 
titled Kafka Fragments. In concert two days later 
at the nearby Spanish Synagogue is the guitarist 
Lubomír Brabec, who has invited as guest artists the 
contrabass player Ondřej Sejkora and the chamber 
orchestra Barocco sempre Giovane. On the last day of 
April, the Czech Radio Symphony Orchestra invites 
you to the Rudolfinum for a concert “in the captivity 
of dance and magic”. The programme features works 
by Dukas, Debussy, Ravel, and the Czech composer 
Vítězslav Novák. And finally, you are invited to the 
Gröbe Villa in the Havlíček Gardens. From January 
to June, the house, which belonged to a German 
businessman active in Bohemia in the nineteenth 
century, is hosting a series of concerts. Here, you can 
hear music mostly by Czech composers on 14 Febru-
ary, 14 March, and 26 April.

What was life like under Communism between 
1948 and 1989? A museum dedicated to this 
question can be found in the center of Prague.

OPENING HOURS: 9:00 a.m. - 20:00 p.m.
Every day except 24 December

V Celnici 1031/4, 118 00 Prague 1
Tel.: +420 224 212 966

www.museumofcommunism.com

10% OFF
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Festivals of all kinds. If winter in Prague does not seem 
cold enough for you, come to one of two film showings 
of Nordic cinematography. The festivals Scandi (from 1 
to 4 February) and Nordic Film Winter (from 8 to 14 
February) show most of the films with English subtitles. 
Also connected with winter is the Children’s Polar 
Day, held on 24 February by the National Agricultural 
Museum. It includes a ride on a dog sled. The event is 
an auxiliary programme of the exhibition Greenland 
– Country of Ice and Life, which you can visit at the 
museum through 4 April. Cirkopolis Fest (from 11 to 

The Dancing House Gallery: The Biggest Exhibition 
of the Works of Josef Lada in the Last Ten Years. The 
Dancing House is a unique building that has become 
the dominant modern feature of Prague. It is located on 
the right bank of the Vltava on the corner of Rašínovo 
nábřeží (Rašín Embankment) and Jirásek Square, and 
it got its name from its two towers that resemble the 
figures of Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, a famous 
dancing couple from the interwar period. There had 
originally been an apartment building at the site of the 
Dancing House, but it was destroyed in 1945 by acci-
dent by an American bomb during an air raid of Prague. 
After the definitive removal of the rubble in 1960, there 
followed another thirty years of discussions about what 
would be put in its place. The Dancing House was de-
signed by the Czech architect of Croatian origin Vlado 
Milunić together with the Canadian-American architect 
Frank O. Gehry. The office interiors were then largely 
entrusted to the architect Eva Jiřičná. The grand open-
ing of the Dancing House took place in 1996, and that 
same year it won a prestigious award in the design cat-
egory from the American periodical Time Magazine. To-
day, the Dancing House is regarded as one of Prague’s 

first post-revolutionary buildings by one of the world’s 
leading architects. Inside the building are an art gallery, 
offices, a hotel, a restaurant, and a terrace with one of the 
most attractive views of Prague Castle and the Vltava. At 
the Dancing House Gallery from 15 November 2017 to  
1 April 2018 there will be a retrospective exhibition of 
the works of Josef Lada, one of the most important Czech 
painters and illustrators. The exposition The Sevens of 
Josef Lada will commemorate the 130th anniversary of 
the artist’s birth and the 60th anniversary of his death.On 
display on the four stories of the gallery are nearly 400 
works by Josef Lada, some of which can be seen for the 
first time since 1957. The works are on loan from eight 
museums, galleries, and private collectors, so this is the 
largest showing of the painter’s works in Prague in the last 
ten years. The exhibition is showing Lada’s most famous 
pictures, creations for children, magazine illustrations, 
costume designs, a replica of the artist’s workshop includ-
ing personal items, and his family tree. The event is also 
unique because of brand new interactive exhibits that 
are being premiered at the Lada exhibition. Lada’s life’s 
work consists of about fifteen thousand drawings and 
about four hundred paintings. Besides the many fairy- 

17 February) captivates visitors with the art of acrobat-
ics. The International Festival of Contemporary Circus 
selects projects that overlap with contemporary dance, 
physical, and visual theatre. Also close to theatre is the 
Czech Dance Platform (from 4 to 7 April), which of-
fers a selection of the most interesting phenomena to 
emerge on the Czech dance and music scene during 
the past year. For those with skills, there are trades 
workshops at the New Town Hall (21 and 22 February), 
where visitors can try out thirty different trades, such 
as the work of a blacksmith, carpenter, car mechanic, 

or fashion designer. Then after work, go out for a beer! 
At the Kotva Department Store on 23 and 24 March will 
be the first annual Beer Festival. About thirty Czech 
breweries will be presenting their products.

tales and books for children, the best known of which 
is Tomcat Mikeš, he illustrated books including The 
Good Soldier Švejk and other books by Jaroslav Hašek. 
He was also a designer of props, sets, and costumes 
for plays and operas at the National Theatre. Although 
Josef Lada could see with only one eye from the earliest 
years of his life, his oeuvre is both extensive and unmis-
takable, and he is known around the world. Thanks to 
his pictures, Czechs are reminded each year of their folk 
customs, and he is an essential part of Czech traditions, 
winter, and Christmas. He created art that is of folk char-
acter and is comprehensible to everyone.
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of Central Bohemia
Romantic Tales

Visit the Central Bohemia 
Tourist Information Centre in Prague 
(Husova Street 21)
Open daily (including public holidays) 
10am – 6pm

www.centralbohemia.eu
Husova 156/21, Prague 1 - Old Town

+420 220 190 411 / info@sccr.cz

Discover the happy and less-than- 
happy tales of ladies and gentlemen, 
their affairs marital and extramarital. 
Follow the trail of true romance 
and let it work its charm, as 
you explore the Central 
Bohemian region.

Philippina Welser, 
Sophie Chotek, 
Zita of Bourbon-
Parma, Polyxena 
of Lobkowicz … 

Twenty-five years ago, Prague’s historic city center 
was added to the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 
The most important collection of protected urban 
landmarks in the Czech Republic is spread over an 
area of 866 hectares. What is there to find at this site 
that is so popular with tourists, and what is the best 
way to take a walking tour of it?

Prague Castle
To learn about historic Prague, the best place to start 
is Prague Castle. The easiest and most comfortable 
way to get there is by taking tram number 22. From 
the ninth century it was the seat of Bohemia’s dukes 
and later of its kings, and since 1918 it has been the 
residence of the President of the Czech Republic. 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV also chose it for his 
residence in the fourteenth century, as did Rudolph 
II in the sixteenth. In both cases, the presence of the 
ruler led to an architectural and artistic flourishing for 
Prague Castle. During the early Middle Ages, the castle 
was guarded by a fortified moat and ramparts made 
of earth and stone, but today one passes through 
a complex with several courtyards where there is a 
mixture of diverse architectural styles. The chief wit-
ness of history at Prague Castle is its dominant feature 
– St Vitus’s Cathedral. Its foundations date all the way 
back to the tenth century, but construction was not 
finished until 1929. Besides the Old Royal Palace (with 
its permanent exhibition The Story of Prague Castle), 
Queen Anne’s Summer Palace, or the Renaissance Ball 
Game Hall, there is also a garden near the castle that is 
worth a visit. In the winter (from November to March), 

A Promenade through Prague’s  
Historic Center

however, the gardens are closed except for the Garden 
on the Bastion. The Golden Lane takes visitors back to 
the days of old. Its name is from the goldsmiths who 
lived in the  cramped little fifteenth-century houses 
alongside castle guards and farm workers.

The Lesser Town
From the Golden Lane, it is not far to the Old Castle 
Stairs leading down to Prague’s Lesser Town. The 
picturesque neighborhood below the castle became 
the site of noble residences and various institutions. 
Even today, for example, the Chamber of Deputies of 
the Czech Parliament holds its sessions in the former 
palace of the Thun family. On the other hand, if you 
want to enjoy the atmosphere of Prague in the late 
winter or spring, you can go from the Malostranská 
metro station, to which the stairs lead, and take the 
tram or walk to  Újezd. From there, you can ride the 
funicular railway  to Petřín Hill, atop which there is a 
lookout tower inspired by the Eiffel Tower, or you can 
head for the island Kampa. It lies by the Vltava, but it 
is separated from the land on one side by Čertovka, 
a little mill channel. The small canal flows between 
townhouses, and it is known as Prague’s Venice. 
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The Old Town and Josefov
Crossing Kampa brings you to Charles Bridge, which 
is named for Emperor Charles IV, who is said to have 
personally laid the cornerstone and to have con-
sulted with astrologers about the ideal time to begin 
construction. They chose 5:31 a.m. on 9 July 1357 as 
the best time to begin work. You can take the stone 
bridge at any time, of course, to cross the Vltava from 
the Lesser Town to the Old Town. There, your steps 
will lead you to Prague’s most important historical 
square – Old Town Square, where the astronomical 
clock is the chief attraction. The medieval astronomical 
clock strikes every hour on the hour, when statues of 
the apostles are set into motion above the face of the 
clock. Nearby is the miniature neighborhood Josefov, 
which is entirely surrounded by the Old Town. The 
name is again a reference to a ruler, this time Joseph 
II, an enlightened monarch who greatly improved 
the standing of the Jews in contemporary society at 
the end of the eighteenth century. During the Middle 
Ages, Josefov had been the Jewish Quarter, or more 
precisely, the ghetto. Not much of it is left. Only the 
most important Jewish landmarks, such as the Old 
New Synagogue, survived the extensive urban renewal 
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The New Town and Vyšehrad
You may, however, decide to leave behind the twists and 
turns of the little streets in Josefov and its history, and 
instead to move on from Old Town Square to Wenceslas 
Square. 750 meters wide and 60 meters long, this boule-
vard is associated with many events of modern Czech his-
tory. It is part of Prague’s New Town, Charles IV’s grandiose 
urban development project. Its appearance has changed 
since those days, of course, and if you go back to the Vltava 
and follow the direction of its flow, you will encounter 

Vyšehrad. It is just a few more steps and one steep staircase 
up to this castle. There we can complete our imaginary arc 
of history. Vyšehrad is associated with old Czech legends. 

There are also Czech cultural phenomena on the 
list of UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage. What 
are they?
Verbuňk. The beginnings of the traditional dance from 
Slovácko (Moravian Slovakia), a region of southeastern 
Moravia, go back to the eighteenth century. It was with 
this dance that young men said their goodbyes before 
leaving to join the army, and performing the dance 
depended mainly on the dancers’ ability to improvise. 
Later, it began to be danced on other occasions as well, 
and it remains a part of many celebrations in Slovácko. 
Shrovetide processions with masks in the Hli-
necko area. The roots of this folk tradition from 
eastern Bohemia trace back to the pre-Christian era. 
There is reliable documentation of the form taken by 
this custom from the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury, and since then it has successfully been preserved 
nearly unchanged in the region. The Shrovetide pro-
cession, which is intended to ensure a good harvest 
and fertility and to welcome spring, has strict rules 
that are passed on from father to son.

Falconry. This traditional hunting method with the 
use of trained birds of prey was invented in the second 
millennium BC in the Middle East. From there it spread 
to both the east and west. The Huns brought the prac-
tice to the territory of the present-day Czech Republic 
in the first half of the fifth century, but it was especially 
from the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries that 
hunting with the use of birds flourished. The falconry 
gear developed in the thirteenth century is still used 
today in a practically unaltered form.
Ride of the Kings. The origins of the Ride of the Kings 
are unclear. According to ethnographers, it is probably 
connected with pagan rites of initiation for adolescent 
boys. The ride of a king accompanied by an entourage 
dressed in women’s clothing has been taking place 
continuously each Pentecost since 1808.
Puppetry. Traditional puppetry flourished during the 
period of the National Revival in the nineteenth century. 
Travelling puppeteers once represented the first contact 
for the common people with theatrical culture. Puppets 
also play an important role in Czech cinematography.

Among other things, it is said to have been the home of 
Princess Libuše, who foretold the founding of Prague Cas-
tle and of Prague itself.
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THE MOST ENTERTAINING 
WAX MUSEUM

Celetn
á 15
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YOUR VISIT 
OF PRAGUE 
STARTS 
HERE! 

10%
SPECIAL 

OFFER!

DISCOUNT*

* 10% discount on any 
ticket with this coupon

15.–18. 2. 2018
Prague Exhibition Grounds Holesovice

VISIT THE EXHIBITION
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SEDMIČKY 
JOSEFA LADY
SEDMIČKY 
JOSEFA LADY

1887
1957
2017

1887
1957
2017

THE DANCING HOUSE
Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2

DANCING HOUSE GALLERY
The retrospective exhibition 

Josef Lada´s  Sevens
The exhibition  takes  place

from 15  November 2017 to 1 April  2018
The exhibition  Josef Lada´s  Sevens is 

dedicated to the 130th anniversary of the birth 
and the 60th anniversary of the death of this 

important Czech artist.

www.galerietancicidum.cz
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·  The Best of Gershwin
·  Bolero, Carmina Burana  

and Jewish songs 
·  The Best of World  

and Czech Music
·  Hallelujah

at one of Europe’s  
most beautiful synagogues 

Concerts 

For the current programme, visit 
 www.bmart.cz

The Spanish Synagogue, Prague 1 
February, March 5.30pm / April 7:00 pm

Concerts take place five days a week Prague 15. 3. – 23. 3. 2018

www.febiofest.cz

PPrraagggggguuuuueeeee 11155. 33.. – 222333...  33. 220018

f biofest cz
Let yourself be carried away

for financial 
support:

Anděl
Černý Most
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A favourite hang-out 
of Prague residents, 

also visited by
Karel âapek, Franz Kafka, 

Albert Einstein . . .

~
CAFÉ LOUVRE, Národní tfiída 22, Praha 1

tel. 224 930 949, 724 054 055 
cafelouvre@cafelouvre.cz, www.cafelouvre.cz

e s t .  1 9 0 2
café Louvre

64x131:64x131 GFL  4/14/11  2:56 PM  Stránka 1

A BREWERY PORK FEAST

A CZECH MARDI 
GRAS TRADITION

Try our beer and 
a variety of dishes
made from freshly 
butchered pork

10 February 2018

Strahovské nádvoří 301, 11800 Prague

Jízdárna – riding School
café – gallery – Shop
U Prašného mostu 53, Prague Castle
Open daily 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
(+420) 224 372 453, info@nabaste.com 
www.praguecastlegallery.com

„Na baště“ ON bastiON
café – reStaurant in the garden
4th  Courtyard, Prague Castle
Open daily 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
(+420) 224 373 599, info@nabaste.com
www.nabaste.com

prague castle
cafés free

Wi-fi

taX free

info@nabaste.com
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 ŠKODA MUSEUM  

Ferdinand Porsche 
Birth House
We invite you to visit a recently 
reconstructed house, the 1875 
birthplace of Ferdinand Porsche, 
automobile designer and creator 
of the Volkswagen Beetle.

Open Fri-Sun from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Ferdinand Porsche Birth House 
Tanvaldská 38, Liberec – Vratislavice nad Nisou, 
+420 326 832 028, vratislavice@skoda-auto.cz
porsche-house.com, museum.skoda-auto.com

ŠKODA Museum, Tř. V. Klementa 294, Mladá Boleslav, 
T +420 326 832 038, muzeum@skoda-auto.cz
museum.skoda-auto.com

You are invited to tour 
the ŠKODA Museum in 
Mladá Boleslav and an 
excursion of the ŠKODA 
AUTO production shops.

Guided tours need to be 
booked beforehand.

 ŠKODA MUSEUM  

www.prague-boats.cz

● ONE-HOUR CRUISE
● TWO-HOUR CRUISE
● LUNCH CRUISE
● DINNER CRUISE
● SWEET PRAGUE

PB_iPrague_64x131_2018_modra.indd   1 02.01.18   10:00
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From Czech History: The Velvet Divorce
A quarter of a century ago, Czechoslovakia was divided 
and replaced on the map by new states: the Czech Re-
public and the Slovak Republic. The Czech state has 
been in existence in its present form since  January 1993.

Czechoslovakia, the shared state of the Czechs and 
Slovaks, had existed since 1918. For three quarters of a 
century, the two nations coexisted, with an interruption 
of just a few years during the Second World War. At that 
time, Bohemia and Moravia were involuntarily made a 
protectorate under occupation of the Third Reich, while 
neighboring Slovakia declared itself to be an independ-
ent state with the support of Nazi Germany.
Czechoslovakia was restored after the war. The initial 
harbinger of their future separation came with the coun-
try’s transformation into a federation of two sovereign 
nation-states in 1969. Thoughts of complete separation 
came to a head twenty years later after the “Velvet Revo-
lution”, which brought four decades of the communist 
regime to an end. At that time, the two states were seek-
ing a new, democratic form. The alienation between 
the two ethnic groups even led to disputes that might 
seem bizarre from a present-day perspective, like the 
“Hyphen War”, which was basically waged over whether 
the official name of the new republic was to be spelled 
“Czechoslovakia” or “Czecho-Slovakia”. Ultimately, the 
name “Czech and Slovak Federative Republic” was cho-
sen, but that did not satisfy everyone.
The steps that followed led to the definitive separation 
of the two nations that are connected by their history, 
borders, and very similar languages. For example, the 
Czechs and the Slovaks each chose their own state 
symbols, and the two nationalities each established 
their own ministries for international relations. In July of 

1992, the Slovak National Council, the supreme legisla-
tive authority of Slovakia, raised the demand of Slovak 
independence.
The site of the key meetings of the chairmen of the 
Czech and Slovak governments was the Villa Tugendhat 
in Brno. In that functionalist building, now a landmark 
open to the public, the two parties decided to split up 
the federation. The Czechs were represented by Václav 
Klaus, who subsequently became the first prime minis-
ter of the separate Czech Republic, and he was the coun-
try’s president from 2003 to 2013. Václav Havel, who had 
been the President of the Czech and Slovak Federative 
Republic, was elected the first Czech head of state.
The 1989 revolution that enabled what was still called 
Czechoslovakia to become a democratic country is usu-
ally called the “Velvet Revolution”. It was not accom-
panied by major violence, and no one was killed. The 
dividing of Czechoslovakia was given a similar name: the 
“Velvet Divorce”. Although the state was divided along 
with its territory and property, any escalation of tensions 
into nationalistically motivated attacks was avoided. The 
Czech and Slovaks were very close, and their relations and 
the relations between the independent Czech and Slovak 
countries can certainly still be described as very good.

Did you know that…
◗  the Czech flag takes the form of a tricolor? It 

consists of an upper white and a bottom red stripe 
with a blue wedge. The same flag was in use from 
1920 to 1992 as a symbol of Czechoslovak state-
hood. Historically, the color white symbolizes the 
silver lion of Bohemia, and red represents the red 
background of the shield. The blue triangle was in-
terpreted as a symbol of Slovakia, but since the dis-
solution of Czechoslovakia, it has been regarded as 
representing Moravia.

◗  the parliament of the Czech Republic has two 
chambers? The Chamber of Deputies has 200 
deputies elected for four-year terms. The Senate 
has 81 senators elected to six-year terms. 

◗  the Czech Republic is spread over an area of just 
under 30,500 square miles? It has approximately 
10.6 million inhabitants. Prague is the largest city, 
with nearly 1.3 million inhabitants.

◗  the highest Czech mountain is Sněžka? It is lo-
cated in Krkonoše (the Giant Mountains), and the 
Czech-Polish border runs across its summit at an 
elevation of 5,259 feet.
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An Excursion to the Regions: Ostrava
The third-largest city of the Czech Republic lies to the 
northeast, not far from the Slovak and Polish borders. 
Ostrava, as a centre of the mining and metallurgy 
industries, was formerly known as the “steel heart 
of the republic”. Today it is unique for its industrial 
landmarks. What are the landmarks and curiosities 
that you should not miss when visiting Ostrava?

The first mentions of Ostrava date from the latter half 
of the thirteenth century. It was established on what 
was known as the Amber Road, an ancient trade route 
joining the Baltic and the Mediterranean. Of major im-
portance for the city’s development was the discovery 
of coal in the eighteenth century and the accompanying 
construction of ironworks. Mining ended there in 1994, 
and since then, the industrial area has been transform-
ing itself into a place sought out by lovers of industrial 
architecture. 
Vítkovice mining region. Coal mining and iron smelt-
ing went on in this vast area for a hundred and seventy 
years. The blast furnaces and coke ovens are now an 
educational, social, and cultural center. For example, the 
former gas tank serves as a place for holding interna-
tional conferences or concerts. Adults and their children 
can be entertained and learn something at the same 
time by visiting the Little and the Big World of Technol-
ogy. And anyone who wants to find out how tall a blast 
furnace is can ride a lift to the top of one of them.
The Michal Mine. In this former mine, visitors cannot go 
underground, but they can follow the route that the min-
ers took every day. A part of the tour is a still functional 
steam locomotive from the early twentieth century. The 
exhibit has been preserved in a condition that makes the 
impression that the last shift just ended not long ago.

Landek Park. The biggest Czech mining museum is lo-
cated at the foot of the hill from which it takes its name. 
This is the only place in Ostrava where visitors can ride 
down into a mine shaft. Specifically, they can enter the 
former mine Anselm, which was the very oldest mine 
in the city.
Halda Ema. Halda Ema is a hill made by the piling up 
of tons of waste rock. It reaches the height of 1,033 feet. 
You are allowed to climb it at your own risk, but if you 
go for a walk in this direction, you will be interested to 
know that waste is constantly burning inside the heap. 
Lookout Tower and the Silesian Ostrava Castle. 
Anyone who has had enough of industrial landmarks 
can visit the Silesian Ostrava Castle. It was built in the 
thirteenth century. Through the influence of mining, 
its position is now 53 feet lower than when it was 
a noble residence. On the other hand, you get very 
high up when visiting the Ostrava New Town Hall. 
The largest town hall complex in the Czech Republic 
can also boast the tallest town hall tower in this 
country, measuring 281 feet. At a height of 240 feet, 
there is an observation terrace with a view all the way 
to neighboring Poland.

Events in Ostrava and the vicinity
Big beat exhibition (Gallery of the Municipal House 
in Opava, from 8 February to 27 April). The Opava 
Gallery has transformed its premises into a Youth 
Club in the style of the late 1960s to introduce visi-
tors to the atmosphere of that time through more 
than just exhibits. It sets out to remind visitors of the 
culture of Opava’s youth during that period, with an 
emphasis on big beat bands.

Concert of the Janáček Philharmonic of Ostra-
va (Ostrava House of Culture, 19 April). Ostrava’s 
orchestra will be accompanying the pianist Ivo 
Kahánek. The programme includes Rachmaninoff’s 
Third Piano Concerto and the Romanian Rhapsody 
by George Enescu as well as a lesser-known March 
by Paul Hindemith. Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue 
then represents a combination of classical music 
and jazz.

Indian elephant exhibits (Silesian Museum). The 
Opava Museum received two dead elephants from 
the Ostrava Zoological Garden as a gift, and the 
specimens are now on display. The elephant Calvin 
was one of the zoo’s attractions, and the female 
was one of his brood. These scientific exhibits are 
supplemented with information about the life of the 
Indian elephant, the problems it faces, and the need 
to protect these animals.

An artistic journey back to prehistory (Zdeněk 
Burian Museum in Štramberk, through 25 March). 
Zdeněk Burian was one of the most important 
Czech illustrators. He was especially famous for his 
paintings depicting life in prehistoric times. The 
exhibition reveals the personality of this artist and 
the world he lived in.
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Useful informationPoints of interest

Taxi to  
the airport
for €18
www.transport-in-prague.com <<<

one US dollar approximately CZK 20, and one pound 
sterling approximately CZK 28. We recommend not 
changing money on the street with strangers; use 
banks, money exchange offices and hotels. Listed 
exchange rates are for the purchase of hard currency.

◗  Most shops are open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on week-
days, but business hours are limited on holidays. 
Stores with sales space in excess of 200 m2 are closed 
on 1 January, Easter Monday, 8 May, 28 September, 
28 October, and 25 and 26 December. There are 
exceptions for pharmacies, filling stations, shops on 
hospital grounds, and at airports and train stations.

◗ Popular souvenirs purchased in the Czech Re-
public include Czech cut glass, porcelain, Be-
cherovka (a traditional bitter herbal liquor), mead, 
Slivovice (plum brandy), Bohemian garnets, amber, 
wooden marionettes, art and design pieces, folk art 
pieces, spa wafers and typical spa drinking cups.

◗  Postal services
  The main post office is open daily from 2 a.m. until 

midnight. It is located at 14 Jindřišská Street in the very 
centre of the city, near metro station “Můstek”, the 
interchange Metro station for the A and B lines. 

Public transport  
information
◗ There are three underground (Metro) lines  

operating in Prague – green (A), yellow (B) and  
red (C). The metro system interconnects all the  
important places around the city, with tram and bus 
connections to destinations where the metro does 
not reach. The public transport network is reliable and 
covers the city thoroughly. The metro operates daily 
from 5 a.m. to midnight. Night tram and bus lines pro-
vide public transportation after midnight.

◗ Prague is the capital city of the Czech Republic.  
It has approximately 1.3 million inhabitants 
on an area of some 500 sq km (193 sq mi). It 
originated around 1000 A.D. and for many years 
remained a  group of independent villages.  
Under the rule of Charles IV (14th century) medi-
eval Prague experienced its greatest development.  
At the turn of the 17th century the city gained 
further renown owing to Emperor Rudolf II. Be-
tween 1918 and 1992 Prague was the capital city  
of Czechoslovakia, and since January 1993 it has 
been the capital of the independent Czech Repub-
lic. Since 1 May 2004 the Czech Republic has been 
a member of the European Union, and on 21 Decem-
ber 2007 it became part of the Schengen Area. 

◗ Bank holidays in the Czech Republic: 1 January  
– New Year, 30 March – Good Friday, 2 April – Easter 
Monday, 1 May – Labour Day, 8 May – Liberation 
Day, 5 July – The Day of Missionaries and Saints Cyril 
and Methodius, 6 July – Jan Hus Day, 28 September 
– Czech Statehood Day, 28 October – Independ-
ence Day, 17 November - Struggle for Freedom and  
Democracy Day, 24 December – Christmas Eve,  
25 December – Christmas Day, 26 December – Box-
ing Day. 

◗ Traditional Czech dishes are a  meal of braised  
beef with cream sauce and bread dumplings and  
roast pork with dumplings and cabbage, while the  
traditional Christmas meal is carp. Main courses in  
restaurants usually cost (depending on the location)  
from CZK 150 to CZK 300.

◗  Banks and Currency exchange rates
  Most banks in Prague are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

on weekdays. One Euro buys approximately CZK 25, 

◗ There are numerous beautiful parks and gardens in 
Prague, occupying approximately 5% of the total 
urban area. The most beautiful include the former 
Royal Preserve, now more frequently referred to by its 
popular name “Stromovka”, the complex of gardens 
on the Petřín Hill, the Vrtbovská Garden, the gardens 
at Letná, the Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zah-
rada), and the Prague Castle gardens.

◗ There are ten islands on the Vltava (Moldau) River run-
ning through Prague (e.g. Střelecký, Císařský, Dětský). 
A few years ago, the prestigious traveler´s server Vir-
tualTourist.com declared the Prague island of Kampa 
the second most rewarding urban island in the world.

◗ Prague´s astronomical clock (Pražský orloj), one of the 
best-preserved medieval astronomical clocks in the 
world, is a feature of the tower of the Old Town Hall.  
It was created by Mikuláš z Kadaně, a clockmaker to 
the royal court, in 1410.

◗ The Jan Žižka Monument on Vítkov Hill is one of the 
world’s largest bronze equestrian statues. It weighs 16.5 
metric tons and is 9 meters tall and 9.6 meters long. 

◗ Charles Bridge was the only bridge in Prague right up 
until the 19th century. It is the second oldest bridge in 
use in the Czech Republic.
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www  .  czech.cz
official website of the Czech Republic

www  .  praha.eu
web portal of the City of Prague

www  .  prague.eu
Prague tourist web portal

www  .  czechtourism.com 
official travel site of the Czech Republic 

www  .  kudyznudy.cz
ideas for trips

www  .  florenc.cz
website of the Florenc coach terminal

www  .  cd.cz
Czech Railways website

www  .  prg.aero
Prague Airport website

www  .  dpp.cz
website of the Prague public transport operator 

 www  .  idos.cz
website timetables of trains, buses and public transport 
in the Czech Republic and Europe 

www  .  chmi.cz
website of the Czech Institute of Hydrometeorology 
– information on weather in the Czech Republic

The EU universal emergency telephone number
112

Fire brigade emergency number 
150

Emergency medical service number  
155 

Municipal police emergency number  
156  

State police emergency number
158

Information (tel. numbers, information  
on traffic, cultural events, etc.)
1188 

Useful Czech telephone numbers 
1180  

Prague contact centre
12444  

Roadside assistance
1230

Airport information – nonstop line
220 111 888 

International country calling code  
for the Czech Republic 
+420 (00420)

Important telephone numbers: Useful links:

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to 70 years (note) of age N.B. 
that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ (endorsement price is 120 CZK),  
the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P, 0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of 
age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
name, surname, date of birth and a photograph.

Fare

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

   Bus 119 – ˝Dejvická˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 22 min.
  Bus 100 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.
  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  

nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
˝Letiště˝ – 33 min.
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CZK 32  

CZK 24
 

CZK 110

 

CZK 310

 
     

 

Adult Child SeniorTickets

Basic

Short-term

1 day

3 days

90 min.

30 min.

24 hrs

72 hrs

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to 70 years (note) of age N.B. 
that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ (endorsement price is 120 CZK),  
the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P, 0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of 
age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
name, surname, date of birth and a photograph.

Fare

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

   Bus 119 – ˝Dejvická˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 22 min.
  Bus 100 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.
  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  

nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
˝Letiště˝ – 33 min.
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 – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní 
nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
Airport Express Buss

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

    – ˝Nádraží Veleslavín˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 17 min.
 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.

 
    

Fare

Bus 119
  Bus 100

 

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to  
70 years (note) of age N.B. that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ 
(endorsement price is 120 CZK), the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P,  
0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of age N.B. require only an 
identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with name, 
surname, date of birth and a photograph.
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•   Václav Havel Airport Prague,   
Terminal 1 and 2

•  Prague City Hall, 
Jungmannova 29/35, Prague 1

Metro stations: 
• Můstek •  Hlavní nádraží 
•  Hradčanská • Nádraží Veleslavín

The cutoff date for this issue was 22 January 2018.  
We are publishing the information available  
at that time.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

•  Old-Town Hall
•  Rytířská 12
• Wenceslas Square 
• Václav Havel Airport Prague

PRAGUE CITY TOURISM 
INFORMATION CENTRES

for free distribution

www.i-prague.info

Owing to the ongoing construction
works, the public transport connections  
as depicted on the map may change.

Please read the information at stops  
or call the info line +420 296 19 18 17.

http://www.i-prague.info

