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Currently...
Alternativa • A festival that brings musical adventure, unexpected genre encounters and  
discoveries of new creative possibilities • various clubs around Prague, from 7 to 14 Nov www  .  alternativa-festival.cz

Czech Design Week • The first edition of a sales fashion show featuring creations by the most  
talented designers not only from the Czech Republic • Dům U Minuty, from 9 to 15 Nov www  .  czechdesignweek.cz

Brikcius • The dramaturgy of this year’s festival revolves around the 330th anniversary of the birth  
of Johann Sebastian Bach, complemented with brilliant works by French and Italian composers
Dům U Kamenného zvonu, from 1 to 26 Nov www  .  brikcius.com

Building of a State • An exhibition comprising various artistic media demonstrating progress 
in Czechoslovakia in presenting itself as a state during 1918-1939 and 1945–1992
Veletržní Palace, from 19 Nov to 7 Feb www  .  ngprague.cz

Carmina Burana • The closing concert of the 14th International Music Festival Lípa Musica
Nový Bor – Municipal Theatre, 21 Nov at 7pm www  .  lipamusica.cz

Festival of film animation • A four-day festival of film animation and contemporary art  
will liven up the city ahead of the Christmas season • various venues in Olomouc, from 3 to 6 Dec www  .  pifpaf.cz

Advent weekend • Small workshops featuring various folk crafts inviting both juvenile and adult visitors  
to see demonstrations of traditional craftmaking • Ctěnice chateau compound, 5 and 6 Dec www  .  zamekctenice.cz

Jazz arrangements of Bohuslav Martinů compositions • A unique concert ahead of Christmas  
put on by the South Bohemian Philharmonic • Archa Theatre, 6 Dec, 8pm www  .  jcfilharmonie.cz

Magnetic festival • The 8th edition of this international festival of electronic music
PVA Expo Prague, 18 Dec www  .  magneticfestival.com

Amadeus • An exhibition of costumes and film props preserved since the making of the Academy 
Award-winning film, directed by Miloš Forman • Barrandov film studios, until 31 Dec www  .  barrandov.cz

Stanislav Libenský award 2015 • A festival of works by young artists from around  
the world who use glass in their creations • Glass Experience Museum ZIBA, until 3 Jan www  .  libenskyaward.com

Tiziano - Vanitas • An exhibition presenting a lifetime of creative work by painter of the Italian  
Renaissance period, Imperial Stables • Prague Castle, from 13 Nov to 20 March www  .  kulturanahrade.cz

Nitro Circus Live • An event packed with unbelievable tricks presenting the best riders  
in Freestyle motocross, BMX and skateboard • O2 Arena, 31 Jan, 6pm www  .  o2arena.cz

T H E  A R T  O F  M A K E - B E L I E V E

Celetná 15
Praha 1

THE LARGEST WAX MUSEUM 
IN CENTRAL EUROPE

• 80 international and Czech celebrities
• 3000 m2 of fun and discovery
• Interactive workshops
* 10% discount on any ticket with this coupon

SPECIAL 
OFFER!

10%
DISCOUNT!*
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Did you know that...

◗ ... prominent and innovative Czech architect 
Adolf Loos was born in Brno 145 years ago?  
Loos made his mark in world architecture with a dis-
tinctive style that can be seen as a precursor to mod- 
ern architecture. Loos studied at technical schools 
in Liberec and Brno. He eventually settled in Vienna 
where he designed his first buildings. His creations 
met with plenty of negative reaction due to their 
austereness, but his buildings also found plenty 
of admirers. In the 1920s, Loos began specialising 
in residential villas. He employed a principle that 
became known as a “raumplan”. This disrupted the 
connection of the individual levels on the same 
horizontal plane. The interiors of his designs are thus 
composed of individual spaces of differing heights, 
with rooms located at diverse levels. A defining ex-
ample of the style is Villa Müller, open to the public 
in Prague’s Ořechovka quarter.

◗ ... the first ever concert by the Czech Philhar-
monic Orchestra took place in January 1896? 
Antonín Dvořák, one of the most famous Czech 
composers, conducted a world premiere perfor-
mance of his own outstanding compositions, such 
as Slavonic Rhapsody No. 3 and Biblical Songs Nos. 
1-5, along with a prelude to Othello and a prelude 
to Symphony No. 9 From the New World. Dvořák 
composed Symphony No. 9 several months after he 
became the director of the National Conservatory 
of Music of America in New York in 1892. Powerful 
emotions stirred by the busy metropolis in combi-
nation with the influence of African-American and 
Native American music inspired Dvořák to pen a 
fast-paced symphony. He completed it in less than 
six months. The inaugural concert by the Czech 
Philharmonic took place in the large auditorium 
of the Rudolfinum in Prague. It has since been re-
named in the composer’s honour.

◗ ... 3 November will bring the 105th anniversary 
of the birth of famous filmmaker K. Zeman?  
His creations include fantasy films Vynález zkázy, 
Cesta do pravěku and Baron Prášil [The Deadly 
Invention, A Journey to the Beginning of Time, and 
The Fabulous Baron Munchausen – the first two of 
these films were mainly based on Verne’s Facing the 
Flag and Journey to the Centre of the Earth, respect- 
ively]. As Karel Zeman deployed previously unseen 
special effects in his films he proved a great influ-
ence on countless other filmmakers, including Tim 
Burton. Zeman’s career spanned almost 40 years. 
Prague’s Karel Zeman Museum offers a peek into  
a special effects studio and an opportunity to learn 
about Zeman’s filmmaking legacy.
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Both the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic com-
memorate 17 November as the anniversary of the 1989 
Velvet Revolution that brought to an end the totali- 
tarian communist regime that had ruled Czechoslovakia 
for 41 years. The name Velvet Revolution was initially 
coined by journalists in recognition of the fact that the 

National holiday protesters never resorted to violence or armed resist-
ance against intervening police forces. Not a single per-
son lost their life as freedom came to Czechoslovakia.

Illegal hopes
The Velvet Revolution was the culmination of almost 
half a century of oppression that arrived with the com-
munist coup d’état of February 1948. The communists 
took to describing the 1948 events as the “victory of the 
working class over the bourgeoisie” and the country 
became firmly embedded in the Soviet sphere. Within 
a year of the putsch, the Council of Free Czechoslovakia 
was established –a segment of the population was 
unwilling to acquiesce to the new regime and felt the 
need to obtain unadulterated information from abroad 
that was free of Soviet-dictated ideology. As a result, 
Radio Free Europe (RFE) was established, funded by 
the US. The first trial programme was broadcast from 
the back of a lorry positioned just outside the country’s 
western border in the summer of 1950. Regular RFE 
broadcasts from its Bavarian studio in Munich began on 
1 May 1951, with the now legendary intro: “This is the 
voice of free Czechoslovakia, Radio Free Europe.”

Jammed signals
In the following months, broadcasts were made into 
other communist-ruled countries. Radio Free Europe 
began to speak in Bulgarian, Hungarian, Polish and Ro-
manian. Of course, the ruling regimes of Czechoslovakia 
and other nations considered the RFE broadcasts as hos-
tile and dangerous. Numerous jamming stations were 
constructed across Czechoslovakia from the early 1950s 
onwards to block reception of the broadcasts. The state 
was spending tens of millions of crowns a year on build-
ing and operating jamming masts. Nevertheless, RFE 
broadcast up to 20 hours a day, every day, across almost 

30 long-, medium- and short-wave frequencies. From 
its very inception, RFE created an environment for free 
culture. Its editors and collaborators included numerous 
leading writers who had emigrated from their native 
countries, as well as authors who had stayed behind but 
were unable to publish their works. RFE, for instance, 
provided a platform for the writings and thoughts of 
Václav Havel, the playwright who became Czechoslova-
kia’s first post-revolution president.

New era
The change in the political, social and economic cir-
cumstances of the Czech Republic that came with the 
collapse of the totalitarian regime was the fulfilment of 
long-term efforts made by many people both within the 
country and without. The country, with its newfound 
freedoms, took its first steps to re-establishing democra-
cy, regardless of difficulties complicating the road ahead. 
The radio station’s mission was also transformed by the 
dramatic turn of events. Within weeks of the November 
1989 scenes, people were able to tune into legalised, do-
mestic broadcasters. They heard voices which were pre-
viously only to be enjoyed in secret. Some of the journal-
ists and newsreaders gradually made it onto television 
screens, with their way cleared by the dismantling of the 
demagogy and half-truths disseminated by the former 
communist regime’s propaganda machinery.

Goodbye Munich, hello Prague
Radio Free Europe wrapped up its activities in Munich on 
30 June 1995 and switched to broadcasting from Prague 
the very next day. Original editorial staff of the Czecho-
slovak RFE joined Czech Radio. Initially, RFE broadcast 
from the former regime’s parliament building located  
at the top of Wenceslas Square. In 2009, it moved to  
a purpose-built secure location outside the city centre.
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Visit the second oldest monastic 
library in the country. 
Peruse one of the best kept collections  
of historical books, manuscripts and 
first editions in Central Europe.  
Pore over the maps and globes and be 
astounded by the unique decorations in 
the Philosophical Hall, the Theological 
Hall and the frescoes and exhibits  
in the Cabinet of Curiosities.   
Strahovské nádvoří 1/132, Praha 1
tel. +420 233 107 749
Private tours: tel. 602 190 297
Open daily: 9 – 12 and 13 – 17
31. 12.  9 – 15, 1. 1.  12 – 17
24. and 25. 12.  closed

www.strahovskyklaster.cz

Strahov Monastery is the oldest 
Premonstratensian monastery  
in the Czech Republic
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The immediate vicinity of Prague Castle includes one of 
the oldest Premonstratensian monasteries in the world. 
The monastery is in full use and it offers visitors an un-
paralleled view of both religious and secular histories 
of the Czech lands.
The Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at Strahov 
was founded in 1143 and the monastery has served 
as the base of the Roman Catholic religious order for 
Bohemia and Moravia ever since, almost without in-
terruption. The monastery is home to an order which 
manages countless vicarages and other estates across 
the Czech Republic, in addition to educating novices 
and clerics. There are more than 20 members currently 
living at the monastery.
Morning service takes place every day at 6am in the 
monastery’s baroque Basilica of the Assumption of 
Our Lady. The basilica is exceptional not only for its 
ornamentation but also for being the final resting 
place of the Premonstratensian order’s founder St. 
Norbert (Norbert of Xanten), who is interred in the 
northern aisle.
At the time of the monastery’s founding, a library 
was established. It currently contains more than 
200,000 volumes of books and academic papers. This 
makes it one of only a handful of historical libraries 
still in operation. Having survived wars and fires, the 
original collections obtained a new and dignified 
place in the 17th century in the baroque Theological 
Hall. This monumental space lined by original book-
shelves is dominated by the painted ceiling framed 
with stucco ornaments. Another unique feature 
of the Theological Hall is the collection of globes 

Visit historical Strahov Library  
within Strahov Monastery at Hradčany

from the 16th and 17th centuries, while there is a 
preserved compilation wheel made around 1678 for 
use in assembling texts. As the library collection ex-
panded, an additional room, the Philosophical Hall, 
was added. This vast auditorium is famous mainly 
for its ceiling painted by Viennese artist Anton Maul-
bertsch, depicting saints and numerous allegories. 
The library also includes a Cabinet of Curiosities 
which could be described as a predecessor of mod-
ern-day museums of natural history. In addition to 
the Premonstratensian monks, the library also serves 
the Museum of National Literature.
Besides the convent itself, visitors to the monastery 
can also view the picture gallery featuring a perma-
nent collection of paintings from the 14th to the 19th 
centuries. The entire monastery complex is open to the 
public every day.
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ZWANZIG! [TWENTY!]

The programme of the 20th German-language 
Theatre Festival in Prague, scheduled for 5 to 
29 November, will feature a diverse selection of 
excellent performances:

Volksbühne Berlin - der die mann: A playful, col-
ourful, witty and artistic collage of experimental texts 
of poetry, directed by Herbert Fritsch. 
Deutsches Theater Berlin - The Visit of the Old 
Lady: a combination of black theatre and songs by 
controversial singer Lady Gaga.
Martin Engler - The Gruesomeness of the Merely 
Schematic: A synthesis of theatre, music and visual 
art inspired by Franz Kafka’s Diaries.
Schauspiel Frankfurt - Chateau: An aura of the 
mysterious and the estranged; larger-than-life masks.
Rimini Protokoll - Quality Control: An “expert in 
everydayness” speaks of her tragic accident and its 
consequences. She analyses the quality of life.
Théâtre de Vidy, Lausanne - KING SIZE: a play by 
Ch. Marthaler about a hotel room in which singing is 
the best approach to shaking off one’s worries.
Burgtheater Wien - The Ridiculous Darkness:  
a stage production directed by Dušan David Pařízek 
that has won several prestigious awards this year; 
and no wonder.
Thalia Theater Hamburg - Don Giovanni - The 
Last Party: The final performance of the 20th festi-
val. A female rock band in the Estates’ Theatre.
All performances are in German with Czech  
subtitles. Tickets available from TICKETPRO. 
 www  .  theater.cz

What’s on in Prague
Future depicted in art
The DOX Centre for Contemporary Art is putting on the 
extensive Skvělý nový svět [Brave New World] exhibi-
tion. It is set to run all the way through to late January. 
The exhibition contrasts authors’ famous dystopian 
visions of the future with the contemporary state of 
society. Visions are drawn from famous groundbreak-
ing novels by Aldous Huxley, George Orwell and Ray 
Bradbury. The exhibition is divided into four parts. Each 
segment is dedicated to a particular vision of society.
Entitled Život v kleci [Life in a Cage], the opening part 
of the exhibition is inspired by George Orwell’s novel 
1984 and his dark vision of a dictatorship-controlled 
and subdued society. Photographs, paintings and in-
stallations transport visitors to places where an Orwelli-
an reality still prevails. Huxley and Bradbury built their 
visions around the idea of voluntary collaboration; thus 
the next section of the exhibition, Svoboda v bublině 
[Freedom in a Bubble], focuses on contemporary 
mechanisms for exerting control that are founded on 
illusions of choice and freedom. The last two sections 
present the Japanese phenomenon hikikomori – the 
acute social withdrawal of ‘modern-day hermits’ – as 
well as various forms and degrees of biological and 
social predestination.  www  .  dox.cz 

With the Prague Card, 
get more out of Prague 
for less!

—  free entry & discounts on  
100 tourist attractions

    —  unlimited use of public transportation 
 —  available for children, students  

and adults
 — valid for 2, 3 or 4 days

Sold at Prague City Tourism  
Information Centres

www.eshop.prague.eu
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Appreciation of award-winners
Veletržní Palace is showcasing an exhibition of works 
by winners of the prestigious Jidřich Chalupecký 
Award, which recognises young visual artists. It is set 
to last until 17 January. The award was established in 
1990 upon an initiative of Václav Havel and leading 
intellectuals in artistic spheres. It is named after Czech 
visual arts critic and philosopher Jidřich Chalupecký. 
Every year an independent jury selects a winner who 
obtains a financial prize and a scholarship in New York.
This year, celebrating its 25th anniversary, the award runs 
with the motto of Silver lining borrowed from “A sable 
cloud turns forth its silver lining on the night.” appearing 
in Comus by English poet John Milton. In order to mark 
the quarter-century, the exhibition is featuring not only 
the traditional overview of new works, but also pieces by 
previous laureates. However, the exhibition is not meant 
to serve as a commemorative collection or a hall of fame. 
It presents a moment of self-reflection, an anatomic dis-
section of an institutional phenomenon. These include 
works by Petr Nikl and David Černý, artists who have 
gained international acclaim. www  .  ngprague.cz

Aromas and tastes of spirits
Lovers of whiskies and bourbons should definitely head 
to Prague on 6 and 7 November. The beautiful interiors 
of the Bethlehem Chapel [Betlémská kaple] will host 
the third annual edition of a festival dedicated to these 
liquors. Festivalgoers can choose from more than 150 vari-
eties of whiskies and bourbons readied for tasting, includ-
ing brands with no previous Czech market presence.
The festival offers a programme tailored to connois-
seurs and the uninitiated alike. Female visitors may al-
so attune themselves to some delicate, refined brands. 
Tastings will be under the instruction of leading ex-
perts. One of the biggest stars attending the festival is 
John Lamond, holder of the prestigious Master of Malt 
title and author of several books on whisky. A list of 
tastings, along with a booking system, can be found  
on the festival’s website. www  .  whiskylifeprague.cz

Prague’s Christmas markets
With the onset of December, Prague’s traditional 
Christmas markets will spring up on squares through-
out the capital. All will be adorned with beautifully 
decorated Christmas trees. The markets, with the 
emanating and irresistible aromas of sweets, traditional 
sweet pastries and mulled wine, usher in the approach-
ing festive season and give residents and visitors alike 
plenty of opportunities to get into the Christmas mood 
and start ticking off items on their gift lists. In addition 
to their rich assortments of products, most markets 
also offer diverse cultural programmes.
At the end of 2010, the prestigious Lonely Planet tourist 
guide published a list of the five most attractive Christmas 
markets in historical settings. Vienna in Austria, Cologne 
in Germany, Bruges in Belgium and Strasbourg in Alsace, 
France, were joined by Prague. Recognition went to its 
Christmas market on Old Town Square. This year, the 
Prague Christmas tree will be lit at that particular market 
a moment after sunset on 28 November. The Christmas 
markets will be open every day following that date from 
early morning until late evening. www  .  trhypraha.cz 
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The Best of Gershwin

Bolero and Jewish Songs 

The Best of World  
and Czech Music

Hallelujah

at one of Europe’s  
most beautiful synagogues 

Concerts 

For the current programme, visit 
 www.bmart.cz

The Spanish Synagogue
Prague 1, 5.30pm

Concerts take place five days a week
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Great opening of the

DiamonD museum!
First and only of its kind  

in the Czech Republic! You can’t miss it!

www.diamondmuseum.cz

unique displays / shop full  
of treasures / Diamond cafe

Opening hours:
Daily 9am – 7pm

Široká 24/4, Praha 1

Hroby
barbarů

Svět živých
a mrtvých
doby
stěhování
národů

Muzeum hlavního města Prahy
ve spolupráci s Labrys, o.p.s.
a Národním muzeem
Na Poříčí 52, Praha 8
Denně kromě pondělí 9–18 hodin

www.muzeumprahy.cz

P A R T N E Ř I  /  P A R T N E R SS P O L U P R A C U J Í C Í  I N S T I T U C E
COOPERAT ING INST ITUT IONS
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    27.5.2015–14.2.2016
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Hroby
barbarů

Svět živých
a mrtvých
doby
stěhování
národů

Barbarian
Graves
The World
of the Living
and the Dead
of the Migration
Period 

Muzeum hlavního města Prahy
The City of Prague Museum
Na Poříčí 52, Praha 8 / Prague 8
Denně kromě pondělí 9–18
daily except Mondays 9 am to 6 pm

www.muzeumprahy.cz

P A R T N E Ř I  /  P A R T N E R SSPOLUPRACUJÍCÍ  INSTITUCE
COOPERATING INSTITUTIONS

M E D I Á L N Í  P A R T N E Ř I  /  M E D I A  P A R T N E R S

    

    

    

    

    

    27.5.2015–14.2.2016

Muzeum hlavního města Prahy
ve spolupráci s Labrys, o.p.s.
a Národním muzeem
Vás zvou na výstavu
The City of Prague Museum
in cooperation with Labrys, o.p.s.
and the National Museum
invites you to the exhibition
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A favourite hang-out 
of Prague residents, 

also visited by
Karel âapek, Franz Kafka, 

Albert Einstein . . .

~
CAFÉ LOUVRE, Národní tfiída 22, Praha 1

tel. 224 930 949, 724 054 055 
cafelouvre@cafelouvre.cz, www.cafelouvre.cz

e s t .  1 9 0 2
café Louvre

64x131:64x131 GFL  4/14/11  2:56 PM  Stránka 1

T h e  P r a g u e  C i t y  A r c h i v e s
a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  P r a g u e  M u s e u m

25.9.2015 – 24.1. 2016
Clam-Gallas Pallace

Husova 20, Prague 1
www.ahmp.cz, www.muzeumprahy.cz
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WWW.TOWERPARK.CZ

Mahlerovy sady 1 / 130 00 Prague 3 / 
+420 210 320 081 / 

THE
SECOND

UGLIEST 
BUILDING 

IN THE WORLD.
YOU WILL 

LOVE IT!
OBSERVATORY
RESTAURANT

BAR
ONE ROOM HOTEL

MINIGOLF

OPENING HOURS
DAILY

8 AM—12 AM

ŠKODA 
MUSEUM
ŠKODA 
MUSEUM

museum.skoda-auto.com

Experience a fascinating 
journey through history. Only 
60 km from Prague, you will 
find a unique collection of 
automotive gems!

Opening hours:
Mo–Sun, 09:00 – 17:00

ŠKODA Museum, Tř. V. Klementa 294, 
Mladá Boleslav, T +420 326 832 038
muzeum@skoda-auto.cz
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www.GotoBrno.cz

Villa Tugendhat             UNESCO www.tugendhat.eu

Jurkovič House www.moravska-galerie.cz/jurkovicova-vila

Villa Stiassni www.vilastiassni.cz

City of Brno
fascinating architecture

Villa Löw-Beer www.vilalowbeer.cz
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between 1219 and 1228 and quickly gained royal 
town status. As Litoměřice has preserved its historical 
centre, it has been declared an urban conservation 
area. Mírové Square showcases historical buildings 
from the Renaissance and Baroque periods. Also no-
table is the Cathedral of St Stephen, All Saints Church, 
Jesuit College and Seminary, and the Dominican 
monastery. The most famous person connected with 
Litoměřice is one of the most prominent Czech poets: 
Karel Hynek Mácha spent the last two months of his 
life in the town.

Ústí nad Labem
The region’s largest city and its administrative centre is 
Ústí nad Labem. About an hour’s journey from Prague, 
the city is known for its typical industrial look. The city 
is easy to reach, especially by train, with services run-
ning once or twice every hour. The first reference to 
the settlement dates back to 1056. Ústí became a royal 
town in 1256. Due to a combination of Allied bombing 
raids at the end of WWII and poor urban development 
during the communist regime, the city cannot boast 

Many would claim that the Ústecký Region does not ex-
actly rank among the most beautiful parts of the Czech 
Republic. Nothing could be further from the truth. With 
its immense diversity, the region brings together the 
best and most beautiful things of the whole country. 
There are countless locations lovely to behold and a 
great number of wonders, both natural and cultural, 
such as “Bohemian Switzerland” with its sandstone 
cliffs and traditional architecture strongly influenced by 
neighbouring Germany. The lowlands around the towns 
of Louny and Litoměřice have, meanwhile, become 
famous for the production of beer and extensive vine-
yards. Then there are the Ore Mountains, with spa towns 
amid their foothills, rapidly developing ski resorts and 
centuries of mining history.
The history of the Ústecký Region is very closely linked 
to the early days of the Bohemian state. The region is 
home to legendary Říp Hill, said to be the place where 
during the great Slav westward movement Forefather 
Čech (Czech) stopped with his entourage and, liking 
what he saw, suggested to his people that they stay. 
His followers named the land in his honour – Čechy. 
Another place of legendary importance is the village of 
Stadice, in the northwestern part of the region. It had a 
bearing on the very founding of the state. Another leg-
end has it that this was the place whence Přemysl Oráč 
(Přemysl the Ploughman) hailed. He was the legendary 
founder of the noble Přemyslid dynasty that would rule 
the country for more than four centuries.

Litoměřice
Without doubt one of the Ústecký Region’s most 
beautiful towns is Litoměřice. Located about 45 
minutes’ drive from Prague, the town was founded 

Northwest Bohemia

We make science fun, so come and 
enjoy hundreds of interactive exhibits.

Hundreds 
of interactive exhibits 

on four floors! 

TOP 5
 · Planetarium – 2D and 3D 
 · Humanoid robot  
– unique in CZ 

 · Mega Bubble Park
 · Science show  
– experiments  
with fire and ice

 · iQCafe

TOP 7
 · Music stage 
 · TV studio 
 · Water World
 · Bubble Park 
 · Mirror Maze 
 · Titanic 
 · Space tunnel

Recommended from 8 years.

Recommended from 2 to 12 years.
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of many preserved historical monuments. An excep-
tion to the rule is the Church of the Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary built in 1318, with its markedly leaning 
spire. The spire tilted during a bombing raid in 1945. 
It is now the most inclined spire in Central Europe and 
the fourth most inclined spire worldwide. Another 
notable landmark is Střekov Castle erected in 1319 and 
much admired by Wolfgang Goethe and Richard Wag-
ner, among others. While at Střekov, Wagner penned 
a poem that subsequently inspired him to write the 
libretto for his opera Tannhäuser. Other landmarks 
include the Masaryk lock chamber on the Elbe and the 
Marian Bridge. The latter was recognised in 1999 with 
an award that placed it among the 10 best construc-
tions of the decade.

Hřensko
Another place definitely worth a visit is Hřensko, a 
small town on the border with Germany, just a few 
kilometres away from the city of Děčín. Hřensko is the 
gateway to the Bohemian Switzerland National Park, 
with its breathtaking natural wonders and monumen-
tal sandstone cliffs. The first written record pertaining 

to the area of Hřensko dates back to 1408. The settle-
ment initially served the needs of swimmers, log rafters 
and sailors. The town also housed extensive timber, 
glass and salt warehouses. With the 19th century came 
an interest in the natural surroundings of the town and 
tourism began to play an important role in the life of 
the locale, a role it continues to play to this day.
Undoubtedly the most famous of natural wonders in 
the vicinity of Hřensko is Pravčická brána, Europe’s 
biggest natural sandstone arch. Between November 
and March, the arch is open to the public from Friday 
to Sunday, between 10am and 4pm, except from 26 
December to 1 January when the landmark is open 
daily at the same times. It is also worth taking note 
of Hřensko’s elevation: even though it is the lowest 
placed location in the Czech Republic, its surroundings 
are home to numerous plant species typical of moun-
tainous environments.

Klínovec
The biggest ski resort in the Ore Mountains, Skiareál 
Klínovec, is located on the boundary dividing the 
Ústecký and Karlovarksý Regions. At 1,244 metres 
above sea level, the peak itself is the highest Ore 
Mountains summit and it is therefore the highest 
mountain of both the Ústecký and Karlovarksý Regions. 
The first lookout tower was built on Klínovec in 1817. It 
burnt down in 1868 and was not restored until the very 
end of the 19th century when a new tower was erect-
ed. It was later supplemented with a hotel and several 
smaller buildings. An aerial lift from the mining town of 
Jáchymov was built in 1965 and it has been in opera-
tion ever since. Tourism all but disappeared from the 
area following WWII but it was rekindled in the 1970s. 
The ski resort offers 10 ski lifts, almost 12 kilometres of 
pistes and 50 kilometres of cross-country skiing trails.

REGULAR SHUTTLE BUS
AIRPORT    ➠ CITY CENTRE

COMFORTABLE AND DIRECT
TRANSPORT FROM PRAGUE AIRPORT

TO THE CITY CENTRE OR BACK
Airport bus stop: T1 exit F, T2 exit E

LEAVES EVERY 30 MINUTES
 TICKETS CAN BE BOUGHT

DIRECTLY FROM THE DRIVER

Bus stop – CITY CENTRE –
is in V CELNICI Street

• NEXT TO METRO LINE B •
&

• 40 METRES FROM NÁMĚSTÍ REPUBLIKY •
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Slivovice (plum brandy), Bohemian garnets,  
amber, wooden marionettes, art and design 
pieces, folk art pieces, spa wafers and typical spa 
drinking cups, etc.

◗ The majority of shops open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
workdays. It is, however, easy to do one’s shopping at 
weekends as well, primarily thanks to numerous shop-
ping centres (e.g. Palladium near metro station “Náměstí 
Republiky”, Nový Smíchov near metro station “Anděl”, 
or Centrum Chodov at metro station “Chodov”).

◗  Currency exchange rates 
One US dollar buys approximately CZK 24, one Euro  
approximately CZK 27, and one pound sterling  
approximately CZK 37.

◗  Banks  
Most banks in Prague are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays.

◗  Postal services 
The main post office is open daily from 2 a.m. 
until midnight. It is located at 14 Jindřišská Street 
in the very centre of the city, near metro station 
“Můstek”, the interchange metro station for the 
A and B lines. 

Public transport  
information
◗ There are three underground (metro) lines  

operating in Prague – green (A), yellow (B) and  
red (C). The metro system interconnects all the  
important places around the city, with tram and bus 
connections to destinations where the metro does 
not reach. The public transport network is reliable 
and covers the city thoroughly. The metro operates 
daily from 5 a.m. to midnight. After midnight, public 
transport is ensured by night tram and bus lines.

Useful information
◗ Prague is the capital city of the Czech Republic.  

It has approximately 1.3 million inhabitants,  
on an area of some 500 sq km (193 sq mi).  
It originated around 1000 A.D. and for many years 
remained a group of independent villages.  
Under the rule of Charles IV (14th century) medi-
eval Prague experienced its greatest development.  
At the turn of the 17th century the city gained fur-
ther renown owing to Emperor Rudolf II. Between 
1918 and 1992 Prague was the capital city  
of Czechoslovakia and since January 1993 it has 
been the capital of the independent Czech  
Republic. Since 1 May 2004 the Czech Republic  
has been a member of the European Union and  
on 21 December 2007 it became part of the Schen-
gen Area. 

◗ Bank holidays in the Czech Republic:  
1 January – New Year, 24 January – Easter Monday, 
1 May – Labour Day, 8 May – Liberation Day, 5 July 
– The Day of Missionaries and Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius, 6 July – Jan Hus Day, 28 September – Czech 
Statehood Day, 28 October – Independence Day,  
17 November - Struggle for Freedom and Democracy 
Day, 24 December – Christmas Eve, 25 December  
– Christmas Day, 26 December – Boxing Day. 

◗ Traditional Czech dishes are a meal of braised  
beef with cream sauce and bread dumplings and  
roast pork with dumplings and cabbage, while the  
traditional Christmas meal is carp. Main courses in  
restaurants usually cost (depending on the location)  
from CZK 150 to CZK 300.

◗ Popular souvenirs purchased in the Czech Repub-
lic include Czech cut glass, porcelain, traditional 
liquors Becherovka (herbal bitters), mead,  
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www  .  czech.cz
official website of the Czech Republic

www  .  praha.eu
web portal of the City of Prague

www  .  praguewelcome.cz
Prague tourist web portal

www  .  czechtourism.com 
official travel site of the Czech Republic 

www  .  florenc.cz
website of the Florenc coach terminal

www  .  cd.cz
Czech Railways website

www  .  prg.aero
Prague Airport website

www  .  jizdnirady.idnes.cz
website timetables of trains, buses and public transport 
in the Czech Republic and Europe 

Charles University in Prague
Institute for Language and Preparatory Studies

UJOP, Vratislavova 10, 128 00 Praha 2, www.ipragueujop.cz
tel.: +420 224 990 420, e-mail: ujop@ujop.cuni.cz

•	 intensive courses of Czech as a foreign language in Prague
		 -	one-year	course,	one-semester,	six-week	and	evening		

Czech	language	courses,	special	courses,	one-to-one	courses,		
online	courses,	preparatory	courses	for	university	studies		

•	preparatory courses for language exams
•	standardized exams of Czech language for foreigners

The EU universal emergency telephone number
112

Fire Brigade emergency number 
150

Emergency medical service number  
155 

Municipal police emergency number  
156  

Emergency number of the Police
158

Information (tel. numbers, information  
on traffic, cultural events, etc.)
1188 

Useful Czech telephone numbers 
1180  

Prague contact centre
12444  

Roadside assistance
1230

Airport information – nonstop line
220 111 888 

International country calling code  
for the Czech Republic 
+420 (00420)

Important telephone numbers: Useful links:

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to 70 years (note) of age N.B. 
that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ (endorsement price is 120 CZK),  
the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P, 0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of 
age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
name, surname, date of birth and a photograph.

Fare

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

   Bus 119 – ˝Dejvická˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 22 min.
  Bus 100 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.
  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  

nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
˝Letiště˝ – 33 min.
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age N.B. require only an identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with  
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  Bus 179 – ˝Nové Butovice˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 38 min.
   Airport Express Buss – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní  
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 – Prague main railway station ˝Hlavní 
nádraží˝ (metro line C, with SC, EC, IC and EN type rail links) – 
Airport Express Buss

   Public transport links to Václav Havel Airport Prague  
(Letiště)

    – ˝Nádraží Veleslavín˝ (metro line A) – ˝Letiště˝ – 17 min.
 – ˝Zličín˝ (metro line B) – ˝Letiště˝ – 16 min.

 
    

Fare

Bus 119
  Bus 100

 

For children from 6 to 15 years (note) of age N.B. and seniors from 65 to  
70 years (note) of age N.B. that have an opencard with a „Special fare endorsement“ 
(endorsement price is 120 CZK), the fare for travel in Prague (tariff zones P,  
0 and B) is 0 CZK. Children from 6 to 10 years of age N.B. require only an 
identification card certified by its issuer (a corporate entity) with name, 
surname, date of birth and a photograph.
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Quarterly journal 
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•   Václav Havel Airport Prague,   
Terminal 1 and 2

•  Prague City Hall, 
Jungmannova 29/35, Prague 1

Metro stations: 
• Anděl • Můstek
•  Hlavní nádraží •  Hradčanská
• Nádraží Veleslavín

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

•  Rytířská 12
• Wenceslas Square
• Václav Havel Airport Prague 
• Lesser Town Bridge Tower

PRAGUE CITY TOURISM 
INFORMATION CENTRES

for free distribution

www.i-prague.info

Owing to the ongoing construction
works, the public transport connections  
as depicted on the map may change.

Please read the information at stops  
or call the info line +420 296 19 18 17.


